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We are pleased to present the readers with the third edition of Red List of plants and 
fungi in Poland. Like the former editions it covers all the systematic groups, traditionally 
assigned to the plant world, except for mosses. As potential authors have not produced 
a section dedicated to mosses we must refer the interested readers in this subject to the 
publication by (2004):

[
(eds), ]

where they may found relatively new data on threats to moss species in Poland, collected 
in a synthetic table. 

Since the time when the second edition of the list had been published, the new system 
for classifying species at risk, developed under the auspices of the IUCN, has widely been 

a set of qualitative criteria allowing one to assign a species to one of the distinguished 
categories. However, it has appeared that for most taxonomic groups in Poland the existing 
data are too sparse, making the use of new categories impossible. Due to lack of adequate 
information, in case of certain groups we have resigned entirely from using the new cat-

Due to different approach we have taken to particular groups, caused mainly by still 
poor knowledge, we described the adopted categories of threat individually for different 
taxonomic groups in the introductions to respective chapters. It is our hope that even in the 
form like this List will achieve its main goals, which are to provide a tool for conservation 
of plants and fungi and to increase awareness of threats of biological diversity. 

It is worth noticing that preparation of the new editions of is required by 
 and -

. The work on  is not a single research effort but 

Each successive edition of the red list gives a more adequate picture of the conservation 
status of species and help to realize tasks connected with conservation of biological di-
versity. Such as these,  are also one of the more important tools for implementing 
sustainable development. 
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INTRODUCTION

Due to the growing transformation of the envi-
ronment the process of the extinction of species 
and their populations accelerated rapidly in the 
later part of the 20th century, as shown by infor-
mation assembled in the regional lists of threat-
ened and extinct species, compiled recently for 

-

et al.

on endangerment of the rarest components of our 

Polish Red Data Book of Plants

-
et al.

An analysis of these publications shows that in 

native and domesticated vascular plant species 

permanent observations of many localities of 
vascular plant species in the whole territory of 
Poland, we have made an essay at the compilation 
of a new list of extinct and threatened species 

lapsed since the publication of its former edition 

As compared with the former version, the pre-

much
wider representation of synanthropic species and 
species from the genera 
and Potentilla, which are usually ignored in the 

The accepted categories of threat have also 
been changed, though as a matter of fact it is the 

as unnecessary because information about many 
species, formerly assigned to that category, has 

level of threat for 
populations living beyond the main area of oc-
currence of a
and usually small populations are in great part 
threatened, though on the scale of the country 
a

-

-

Ex,
EW E V R

are threatened beyond the main centre of their 

The nomenclature follows 

et al.
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CATEGORIES OF THREAT

Ex Extinct and missing -

EW Extinct and missing at natural localities

and/or in localities they have been trans-

E Declining – critically endangered -
cies considered to be facing an extremely 

-

[E] Declining – critically endangered
-

tion at isolated localities situated beyond 

V Vulnerable

 category in the near future if the 
causal factors continue operating

[V] Vulnerable
isolated localities, situated beyond the main 

R Rare – potentially endangered

or habitats, or thinly scattered over a more
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-
-
-
-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-
i Potentilla -

-

-

I
-

-

-

-

-

Ex EW -
E V

R -

-
-

EW -
wiskach naturalnych -

-

-

-
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LIST OF SPECIES • LISTA GATUNKÓW
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