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Abstract: The praying mantids are a group of over 2500 predatory insects (Order Mantodea: Superorder 
Dictyoptera) distributed in tropical and subtropical habitats of the world, from the rainforest to the desert 
ground. The order Mantodea comprises over 20 families, out of which the global distribution of 4 families: 
Empusiidae, Eremiaphilidae, Galinthiadidae and Iridopterygidae is provided in this compilation. The members 
of Empusidae prefer xerothermic sites and are highly successful ambush predator and include 11 genera with 
49 species distributed in Africa, Indomalaya, southwest Asia and Europe. Eremiaphilidae are ground-dwelling 
mantid family that have reduced wings and elongated legs suitable for their cursorial lifestyles. They comprise 
only 2 genera but with 73 species distributed in Africa and Asia. The members of Galinthiadidae are either 
forest-dwelling or lives on flowering plants where they hide motionless waiting for prey. Four genera and 24 
species are assigned to this family which are distributed in Africa and southwest Asia. The family 
Iridopterygidae is comparatively large family consisting of 47 genera and 136 species mostly distributed all 
over the Tropical and Neotropical countries of the world except North and South America.      

Keywords: Mantodea, Empusiidae, Eremiaphilidae, Galinthiadidae, Iridopterygidae, praying mantis, checklist. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction  

The praying mantids are a group of over 

2500 predatory insects (Order Mantodea: 

Superorder Dictyoptera) distributed in 

tropical and subtropical habitats of the 

world, from the rainforest to the desert 

ground (Legendre et al., 2015). Mantids 

were formerly placed along with stick 

insects (now order Phasmatodea), 

cockroaches (now order Blattodea) and rock 

crawlers (now order Grylloblattodea) in the 

order Orthoptera (Kristensen, 1995). Later 

on, it was placed with the cockroaches and 

termites (now order Blattodea) into the 

order Dictyoptera, in the suborder 

Mantodea (Kristensen, 1995). Recently, the 

ordinal rank of Dictyoptera was elevated to 

Superorder including cockroaches and 

termites (now Order Blattodea), and 

mantids (now Order Mantodea) (Klass and 

Meier, 2006; Ware et al., 2008; Legendre et 

al., 2015).  

Several taxonomists studied the 

taxonomy and distribution of Mantodea in 

several countries of the world, particularly 
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of Neotropical countries, Australia, Africa 

and Southeast Asia including India in the 

beginning of the 20th century (Agudelo and 

Rivera, 2015; Revera and Svenson, 2016). 

Most of the species described originally 

were subsequently synonymised during 

revision works (Kaltenbach, 1996; Ehrmann, 

2002; Otte and Spearman, 2005). The 

suprageneric taxonomy of Mantodea was 

also revised considerably in the recent years 

on the basis of molecular data (Svenson and 

Whiting, 2004; Wieland, 2013; Agudelo and 

Rivera, 2015; Svenson et al., 2015; Revera 

and Svenson, 2016). Most of the 

distributional records are scattered in 

literature. The checklists of Mantodea of 

different countries/continents/ecozones are 

published in recent past by several authors, 

but family-wise distribution pattern of the 

world is not compiled so far. Recently, Patel 

and Singh (2016a, b, c) provided the 

checklist of following 8 families of 

Mantodea: Acanthopidae (14 genera, 96 

species/subspecies), Amorphoscelidae (15 

genera, 95 species/subspecies), 

Chaeteessidae (1 genus, 6 species), 

Hymenopodidae (34 genera, 238 species), 

Mantidae (188 genera, 1261 species), 

Mantoidae (2 genera, 12 species), 

Metallyticidae (1 genus, 5 species), and 

Sibyllidae (3 genera, 17 species/subspecies) 

comprising 36 genera and 231 

species/subspecies.  In the present 

compilation, world distribution of 4 familes: 

Empusidae, Eremiaphilidae, Galinthiadidae 

and Iridopterygidae are presented. 

The members of Empusidae prefer 

xerothermic sites and tend to tackle smaller 

preys, and the females do not kill their 

mates while mating like most of the other 

mantids. Moreover, the adult males usually 

die soon after mating, and the females after 

oviposition. They survive the winter months 

as young nymphs and, therefore, adults and 

young of these long-lived insects may be 

observed together during the late summer 

months (Gomboc, 2000). In general, 

empusid mantids are highly successful 

ambush predator and have specialised in 

preying on fast flying insects, such as flies 

and bees. Adult females often perch on 

flowers, where they wait to prey on 

honeybees. Insect prey can be captured 

upon landing, or even during flight, due to 

its fast strike and ability to rotate head and 

the raptorial forelegs more than 90° 

laterally, without moving the rest of its 

body. Distinct swinging movements are 

executed, which serve as camouflage in 

moving vegetation and also facilitate spatial 

vision (Kral and Devetak, 1999).  Recently, 

the morphological descriptions and natural 

history of the family and its subfamilies are 

described by Svenson et al. (2015). 

Traditionally, 10 genera of Empusidae 

(Roy, 2004) are assigned to two subfamilies: 

Blepharodinae (Blepharodes Bolivar, 1890; 

Blepharopsis Rehn, 1902; Idolomantis 

Uvarov, 1940) and Empusinae which 

includes 2 tribes: Empusini (Dilatempusa 

Roy, 2004; Empusa Illiger, 1798; Gongylus 

Thunberg, 1815; Hypsicorypha Krauss, 

1892) and Idolomorphini (Chopardempusa 

Paulian, 1958; Hemiempusa Saussure and  

Zehntner, 1895; Idolomorpha Burmeister, 

1838) (Ehrmann, 2002; Roy 2004). 

Empusinae can be distinguished by 

Blepharodinae by having strongly elongated 

prothorax (Beier, 1934; Kaltenbach, 1982; 

Roy, 2004). Gistel (1856) described one 

more genus, Cephalomantis with two 

species, gracilis and rustica. Caudell (1907) 
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considered these species valid, but at 

present they are considered nomen dubium 

due to their poor description (Otte et al., 

2016). The Empusinae is generally stated to 

exhibit the more derived character states 

(Beier 1934; Roy 2004). Members of the 

empusid subgroups (Gongylus, Empusa, 

Blepharopsis) were studied by Wieland 

(2006) and its relationship with other allied 

taxa was discussed by Wiedland (2010). In 

general, Empusidae are distributed in 

African countries, only certain species of 

Blepharopsis, Empusa and Gongylus are also 

distributed beyond Africa, particularly in 

southeast and southwest Asia (Fig. 1). None 

of the species is reported from North and 

South America and Australia (Werner, 1907; 

Giglio-Tos, 1917; Beier, 1934, 1953, 1968; 

Kevan, 1954; La Greca, 1954; Roy, 1964, 

1970, 2004; Roy and Leston, 1975; 

Kaltenbach, 1979, 1982, 1996, 1998; Prost  

and  Roy, 1986; Wang, 1993; Ciplak  and  

Demirsoy, 1997; Lombardo, 1993, 1997; 

Gomboc, 2000; Ehrmann, 2002; Vijaynandi 

et al., 2010; Koli and Bhawane, 2011). 

Traditionally, 10 genera of Empusidae 

(Roy, 2004) are assigned to two subfamilies: 

Blepharodinae (Blepharodes Bolivar, 1890; 

Blepharopsis Rehn, 1902; Idolomantis 

Uvarov, 1940) and Empusinae which 

includes 2 tribes: Empusini (Dilatempusa 

Roy, 2004; Empusa Illiger, 1798; Gongylus 

Thunberg, 1815; Hypsicorypha Krauss, 

1892) and Idolomorphini (Chopardempusa 

Paulian, 1958; Hemiempusa Saussure  &  

Zehntner, 1895; Idolomorpha Burmeister, 

1838) (Ehrmann, 2002; Roy 2004). 

Empusinae can be distinguished by 

Blepharodinae by having strongly elongated 

prothorax (Beier, 1934; Kaltenbach, 1982; 

Roy, 2004). Gistel (1856) described one 

more genus, Cephalomantis with two 

species, gracilis and rustica. Caudell (1907) 

considered these species valid, but at 

present they are considered nomen dubium 

due to their poor description (Otte et al., 

2016). The Empusinae is generally stated to 

exhibit the more derived character states 

(Beier 1934; Roy 2004). Members of the 

empusid subgroups (Gongylus, Empusa, 

Blepharopsis) were studied by Wieland 

(2006) and its relationship with other allied 

taxa was discussed by Wiedland (2010). In 

general, Empusidae are distributed in 

African countries, only certain species of 

Blepharopsis, Empusa and Gongylus are also 

distributed beyond Africa, particularly in 

southeast and southwest Asia (Fig. 1). None 

of the species is reported from North and 

South America and Australia (Werner, 1907; 

Giglio-Tos, 1917; Beier, 1934, 1953, 1968; 

Kevan, 1954; La Greca, 1954; Roy, 1964, 

1970, 2004; Roy and Leston, 1975; 

Kaltenbach, 1979, 1982, 1996, 1998; Prost  

and  Roy, 1986; Wang, 1993; Ciplak  and  

Demirsoy, 1997; Lombardo, 1993, 1997; 

Gomboc, 2000; Ehrmann, 2002; Vijaynandi 

et al., 2010; Koli and Bhawane, 2011). 

The members of the family 

Iridopterygidae, earlier included as 

subfamily of Manitidae, occur on open tree 

trunks, bare branches, twigs and sometimes 

on the ground and are generalist predators 

(use both ambush and cursorial strategies 

for predation) (Svenson et al., 2015). 

Ehrmann (2002) placed 48 genera and 96 

species. The family includes 5 subfamilies: 

Hapalomantinae, Iridopteryginae, 

Nanomantinae, Nilomantinae and 

Tropidomantinae.  

Iridopterygidae, mostly distributed in 

the Afrotropical, Indomalayan and 
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Australasian regions and currently 

comprises 47 genera and  136 species: 

Hapalomantinae (7 genera, 39 species), 

Iridopteryginae (15 genera, 37 species), 

Nanomantinae (6 genera, 11 species), 

Nilomantinae (5 genera, 7 species), and 

Tropidomantinae (14 genera, 42 species) 

(Stål, 1877; Westwood, 1889; Giglio-Tos, 

1915; Hebard, 1920; Uvarao, 1940; Beier, 

1954; Kaltenbach, 1998; Ehrmann, 2002; 

Svenson and Roy, 2011; Roy and Svenson, 

2011; Brannoch and Svenson, 2016). In 

Tropidomantini, one genus Ormomantis, 

described from India by Giglio-Tos (1915), 

was considred as a valid genus by Ehrmann 

(2002) and Mukherjee et al. (2014) but was 

considered as synonym of Miromantis 

Giglio-Tos, 1927 by Otte et al. (2016). In this 

checklist, it is considered as valid genus. The 

family is distributed in Africa, southwest 

Asia, south and southeast Asia, and Australia 

(Fig. 4). 

In the present compilation, global 

distribution of 4 families of Mantodea: 

Empusidae, Eremiaphilidae, Galinthiadidae 

and Iridopterygidae is provided. The work 

will help to solve some needs pertaining to 

studies on world mantids of these families, 

such as synonymic handling and 

distributions, as well as lack of a complete 

and up-to date listing of the species. In 

preparing of this checklist, recent world 

literatures (published up to November, 

2016) were scrutinized for synonymy of the 

species along with the information available 

at two websites (http://mantodea. 

speciesfile. org and http://www.gbif.org/ 

species) accessed on 16 November, 2016. 

 

 
Fig. 1: Global distribution of the family Empusidae 
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Fig. 2: Global distribution of the family Eremiaphilidae 

 
 

 
Fig. 3: Global distribution of the family Galinthiadidae 
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Fig. 4: Global distribution of  Iridopterygidae 

 

Outline Classification and Distribution 

Pattern  

Due to continuous changes in the taxon 
nomenclature, variable number of genera 
was assigned to these families in past 

(Ehrmann, 2002).  The following table 
displays the outline classification and 
distribution pattern of the families, 
Empusidae, Eremiaphilidae, Galinthiadidae 
and Iridopterygidae. 

 
Table: Outline classification of the families Empusidae, Eremiaphilidae, Galinthiadidae and Iridopterygidae and 
number of genera and species assigned to them and their global distribution 

Family Subfamily Tribe Genera Species Distribution 

Empusidae 
(11 genera, 49 
species) 

Blepharodinae 
Blepharodini 2 7 

Africa, southwest Asia and 
Europe 

Idolomantini 1 1 Africa 

Empusinae 
Empusini 5 35 

Africa, Indomalaya, southwest 
Asia, South Europe 

Idolomorphini 3 6 Africa 
Eremiaphilidae Eremiaphilinae  2 73 Africa, southwest Asia 
Galinthiadidae   4 24 Africa, southwest Asia 

Iridopterygidae 
(47 genera, 
136 species) 

Hapalomantinae Hapalomantini 7 39 Africa, Australia, Indomalaysia 

Iridopteryginae 
Iridopterygini 7 15 Southeast Asia, Indomalaya,  
Fulcinini 8 22 Australia, New Guinea 

Nanomantinae Nanomantini 6 11 
Australia, China, Indomalaya, 
New Guinea 

Nilomantinae Nilomantini 5 7 
Africa, Australia, China, 
Indiomalaya, Medagascar,  New 
Guinea 

Tropidomantinae Tropidomantini 14 42  
 Total 64 282  
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Global Checklist   
Following is the checklist of the global 
distribution of the families: Empusidae, 
Eremiaphilidae, Galinthiadidae and 
Iridopterygidae. Synonymy of the taxa were 
avoided and for that literature published in 
recent past may be consulted for synonymy 
(Paulian, 1957, 1958; Roy, 1969, 2009, 
2013a, b, c, 2014; Marshall, 1975; 
Kaltenbach, 1976, 1979, 1982, 1996, 1998; 
Mukherjee and Hazra, 1985; Lombardo, 
1993 ; Wang, 1993; Ehrmann, 2002; Roy 
and Svenson, 2007, 2011; Bragg, 2008; 
Mohammad et al., 2011; Zhu et al., 2012; Roy 
and Stiewe, 2013, 2014; Lombardo et al., 
2014; Mukherjee et al., 2014; Svenson and 
Vollmer, 2014; Agudelo and Rivera, 2015; 
Svenson et al., 2015; Revera and Svenson, 
2016]. 
Family-1: Empusidae 

Subfamily-1: Blepharodinae 

Tribe-1: Blepharodini 

1. Genus: Blepharodes Bolivar, 1890 

1. Blepharodes candelarius Bolivar, 1890 
[Chad, Ethiopia, Somalia] 

2. Blepharodes cornutus cornutus 
(Schulthess, 1894) [Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Somalia, Sudan] 

3. Blepharodes cornutus minor Kevan, 
1954 [Kenya] 

4. Blepharodes parumspinosus Beier, 
1930 [Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritania, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Sudan] 

5. Blepharodes sudanensis Werner, 1907 
[Kenya, Somalia, Sudan] 

2. Genus: Blepharopsis Rehn, 1902 

6. Blepharopsis mendica mendica 
(Fabricius, 1775) [Afganistan, Algeria, 
Canary Island, Chad, Cyprus, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel, 
Lebnan, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Spain, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Jordan] 

7. Blepharopsis mendica nuda Giglio-Tos, 
1917 [Afganistan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Yemen] 

Tribe-2: Idolomantini 

3. Genus: Idolomantis Uvarov, 1940 

8. Idolomantis diabolica (Saussure, 
1869) [Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, 
Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda] 

Subfamily-2: Empusinae 

Tribe-1: Empusini 

4. Genus: Cephalomantis Gistel, 1856 

9. Cephalomantis gracilis Gistel, 1856 
[Egypt] 

10. Cephalomantis rustica Gistel, 1856 
[Egypt] 

5. Genus: Dilatempusa Roy, 2004 

11. Dilatempusa aegyptiaca (Giglio-Tos, 
1917) [Burkina Faso, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Mauritania, Sudan] 

6. Genus: Empusa Illiger, 1798 

12. Empusa binotata Serville, 1839 
[Namibia] 

13. Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 [Albania, 
Algeria, Armenia, Bulgaria, Crete, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, 
Herzegovina,  India, Iran, Israel, Italy, 
Jordan, Kleinasia, Nepal, Palestine, 
Romania, Slovenia, Turkey] 

14. Empusa guttula (Thunberg, 1815) 
[Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Cape province, Chad, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, India, Kenya, Libya, 
Madagascar, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Namibia, Senegal, Somalia, Tanzania, 
Transvaal, Tunisia] 

15. Empusa hedenborgii (Stal, 1871) 
[Cameroon, Cape Town, Eritrea, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Iran, Israel, Kenya, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, United 
Arab Emirates, Yemen] 

16. Empusa longicollis Ramme, 1950 
[Turkey] 

17. Empusa pauperata (Fabricius, 1781) 
[China, India, Iran, Malaysia, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka] 

18. Empusa pennata (Thunberg, 1815) 
[Algeria, Anatolia, Canary Islands, 
France, Italy, Jamaica, Libya, Mallorca, 
Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Sardinia, 
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Saudi Arabia, Sicily, Spain peninsula, 
Spain-Balearic Island, Sri Lanka, 
Tunisia, Yemen] 

19. Empusa pennicornis angulata Lindt, 
1978 [Uzbekistan] 

20. Empusa pennicornis baysunica Lindt, 
1978 [Kazakistan, Uzbekistan] 

21. Empusa pennicornis brevidorsa Lindt, 
1977 [Kazakistan, Tajikistan] 

22. Empusa pennicornis buharica Lindt, 
1977 [Uzbekistan] 

23. Empusa pennicornis 

caputobtusa Lindt, 1979 [Tajikistan] 
24. Empusa pennicornis condarinica Lindt, 

1977 [Tajikistan] 
25. Empusa pennicornis copetdagica Lindt, 

1977 [Turkmenistan] 
26. Empusa pennicornis 

hodshamuminica Lindt, 1976 
[Tajikistan] 

27. Empusa pennicornis iliense Lindt, 1977 
[Kazakistan] 

28. Empusa pennicornis lindti Otte, 2004 
[Kazakistan] 

29. Empusa pennicornis longidorsa Lindt, 
1977 [Tajikistan] 

30. Empusa pennicornis 

longoapicale Lindt, 1979 [Kazakistan] 
31. Empusa pennicornis luppovae Lindt, 

1979 [Tajikistan] 
32. Empusa pennicornis 

mujuncumica Lindt, 1976 [Kazakistan] 
33. Empusa pennicornis 

pennicornis (Pallas, 1773) [Afghanistan, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, Iran, 
Georgia, Kazakistan, Pakistan, Syria, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan]    

34. Empusa pennicornis similis Lindt, 1978 
[Tajikistan] 

35. Empusa romboidea nana Lindt, 1976 
[Tajikistan] 

36. Empusa romboidea romboidea Lindt, 
1976 [Tajikistan] 

37. Empusa simonyi Krauss, 1902 
[Socotra, Yemen] 

38. Empusa spinosa Krauss, 1902 [Natal, 
Oman, Saudi Arabia, Socotra, Yemen] 

39. Empusa uvarovi Chopard, 1921 [India, 
Iraq, Israel] 

7. Genus: Gongylus Thunberg, 1815 

40. Gongylus gongylodes (Linne, 1758) 
[India, Java, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand] 

41. Gongylus pauperatus (Fabricius, 1793) 
[France, Portugal] 

42. Gongylus trachelophyllus (Burmeister, 
1838) [India, Bangladesh] 

8. Genus: Hypsicorypha Krauss, 1892 

43. Hypsicorypha gracilis (Burmeister, 
1838) [Algeria, Canary Islands, Egypt, 
Libya, Niger, Oman, Saudi Arabia, 
Somalia, Tunisia] 

Tribe-2: Idolomorphini 

9. Genus: Chopardempusa Paulian, 1958 

44. Chopardempusa neglecta (Paulian, 
1958) [Medagaskar] 

10. Genus: Hemiempusa Saussure  &  

Zehntner, 1895 

45. Hemiempusa capensis (Burmeister, 
1838) [Angola, Ethiopia, Cape Province, 
Congo , Ghana, Ivory Coast, Kenya, 
Pretoria, Ruanda, Tanzania, Transvaal, 
Uganda, Zimbabwe] 

11. Genus: Idolomorpha Burmeister, 

1838 

46. Idolomorpha dentifrons Saussure  &  
Zehntner, 1895 [Cape Province, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Natal, 
Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, 
Transvaal, Uganda, Zanzibar] 

47. Idolomorpha lateralis Burmeister, 
1838 [Angola, Burkina Faso, Ghana, 
Cameroon, Ivory coast, Kenya, Liberia, 
Mozambique, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Togo] 

48. Idolomorpha madagascariensis 
Westwood, 1889 [Medagascar] 

49. Idolomorpha sagitta Sjostedt, 1900 
[Congo] 

Family-2: Eremiaphilidae 

Subfamily-1: Eremiaphilinae 

12. Genus: Eremiaphila Lefebvre, 1835 
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50. Eremiaphila ammonita Uvarov, 1933 
[Jordan, Palestine] 

51. Eremiaphila andresi Werner, 1910 
[Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Libya] 

52. Eremiaphila anubis Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt] 

53. Eremiaphila arabica Saussure, 1871 
[Egypt, Israel, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen] 

54. Eremiaphila aristidis Lucas, 1880 
[Egypt] 

55. Eremiaphila audouini Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt] 

56. Eremiaphila barbara Brisout, 1854 
[Algeria, Egypt] 

57. Eremiaphila berndstiewi Stiewe, 2004 
[Egypt] 

58. Eremiaphila bifasciata Chopard, 1940 
[Chad] 

59. Eremiaphila bovei Lefebvre, 1835 
[Chad, Egypt] 

60. Eremiaphila braueri Krauss, 1902 
[Baluchistan-Pakistan] 

61. Eremiaphila brevipennis Saussure, 
1871 [Egypt] 

62. Eremiaphila brunneri Werner, 1905 
[Israel] 

63. Eremiaphila cairina Giglio-Tos, 1916 
[Egypt] 

64. Eremiaphila cerisyi Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Oman, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates] 

65. Eremiaphila collenettei Beier, 1930 
[Somalia] 

66. Eremiaphila cordofana Werner, 1907 
[Kenya, Sudan, Uganda] 

67. Eremiaphila cycloptera Uvarov, 1939 
[Saudi Arabia] 

68. Eremiaphila dagi Doganlar, 2007 
[Turkey] 

69. Eremiaphila dentata Saussure, 1871 
[Egypt] 

70. Eremiaphila denticollis denticollis 
Lucas, 1855 [Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco] 

71. Eremiaphila denticollis tunetana 

(Werner, 1904) [Tunisia] 

72. Eremiaphila foureaui Bolivar, 1905 
[Algeria] 

73. Eremiaphila fraseri Uvarov, 1921 
[Iraq] 

74. Eremiaphila genei Lefebvre, 1835 
[Afganistan, Anatolia, Armenia, Egypt, 
Iran, Jordan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Turkey, Yemen] 

75. Eremiaphila gigas Beier, 1930 [Egypt, 
Sudan] 

76. Eremiaphila hebraica Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt] 

77. Eremiaphila hedenborgii (Stål, 1871) 
[Sudan] 

78. Eremiaphila heluanensis Werner, 1904 
[Egypt, Libya] 

79. Eremiaphila hralili Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt] 

80. Eremiaphila irridipennis Mukherjee  &  
Hazra, 1985 [India] 

81. Eremiaphila khamsini Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt, Yemen] 

82. Eremiaphila kheychi Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt] 

83. Eremiaphila klunzingeri Werner, 1906 
[Egypt] 

84. Eremiaphila laeviceps Chopard, 1934 
[Algeria, Libya] 

85. Eremiaphila lefebvrii Burmeister, 1838 
[Egypt] 

86. Eremiaphila luxor Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt] 

87. Eremiaphila maculipennis Chopard, 
1940 [Mauritania] 

88. Eremiaphila monodi Chopard, 1941 
[Algeria, Niger] 

89. Eremiaphila moretii maculata Morales 
Agacino, 1947 [West Sahara] 

90. Eremiaphila moretii moretii Bolivar, 
1886 [Sahara] 

91. Eremiaphila murati Chopard, 1940 
[Morocco] 

92. Eremiaphila mzabi Chopard, 1941 
[Algeria] 

93. Eremiaphila nilotica Saussure, 1871 
[Egypt] 
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94. Eremiaphila nova Giglio-Tos, 1916 
[Ethiopia, Eritrea] 

95. Eremiaphila numida Saussure, 1872 
[Algeria] 

96. Eremiaphila persica persica Werner, 
1905 [Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Turkey] 

97. Eremiaphila persica sjostedti Werner, 
1930 [Iran] 

98. Eremiaphila petiti Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt] 

99. Eremiaphila pierrei Chopard, 1954 
[Algeria] 

100. Eremiaphila pyramidum Werner, 1904 
[Egypt, Libya] 

101. Eremiaphila rectangulata Chopard, 
1941 [Senegal] 

102. Eremiaphila reticulata Chopard, 1941 
[Burkina Faso, Mali, Morocco, Niger] 

103. Eremiaphila rohlfsi Werner, 1906 
[Egypt, Libya] 

104. Eremiaphila rotundipennis Kirby, 1904 
[Egypt, Libya] 

105. Eremiaphila rufipennis Uvarov, 1929 
[Egypt, Israel] 

106. Eremiaphila rufula Chopard, 1941 
[Morocco] 

107. Eremiaphila savignyi Lefebvre, 1835 
[Egypt, Libya, Saudi Arabia] 

108. Eremiaphila somalica Rehn, 1901 
[Somalia] 

109. Eremiaphila spinulosa Krauss, 1893 
[Algeria, Chad, Morocco] 

110. Eremiaphila tuberculifera Chopard, 
1941 [Algeria] 

111. Eremiaphila turcica Westwood, 1889 
[Anatolia, Iran, Iraq, Turkey] 

112. Eremiaphila typhon Lefebvre, 1835 
[Algeria, Chad, Egypt, India, Libya, 
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria,  Saudi 
Arabia, Syria] 

113. Eremiaphila uvarovi Bodenheimer, 
1933 [Jordan] 

114. Eremiaphila voltaensis Sjostedt, 1930 
[Burkina Faso, Senegal] 

115. Eremiaphila werneri Giglio-Tos, 1916 
[Sudan] 

116. Eremiaphila wettsteini Werner, 1918 
[Sudan] 

117. Eremiaphila yemenita Uvarov, 1939 
[Yemen] 

118. Eremiaphila zetterstedti Lefebvre, 
1835 [Egypt] 

13. Genus: Heteronutarsus Lefebvre, 

1835 

119. Heteronutarsus aegyptiacus Lefebvre, 
1835 [Egypt, Sudan] 

120. Heteronutarsus albipennis Chopard, 
1941 [Niger] 

121. Heteronutarsus arenivagus Chopard, 
1955 [Mauritania, Niger] 

122. Heteronutarsus zolotarevskyi Chopard, 
1940 [Chad] 

Family-3:  Galinthiadidae  

14. Genus: Congoharpax La Greca, 1954 

123. Congoharpax aberrans La Greca, 1954 
[Cameroon, Congo, Ivory Coast, Gabon, 
Ghana, Guinea, Senegal, Togo] 

124. Congoharpax boulardi Roy, 1972 
[Central Africa Republic] 

125. Congoharpax coiffaiti Roy, 1972 
[Gabon] 

126. Congoharpax judithae Roy, 1972 
[Nigeria] 

15. Genus: Galinthias Stal, 1877 

127. Galinthias amoena (Saussure, 1871) 
[Angola, Cameroon, Congo, Kajakistan, 
Kenya, Malawi, Mangolia, Mozambique, 
Natal, Russia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, 
Tanzania, Transvaal, Zimbabwe, 
Zanzibar]  

128. Galinthias memensis Sjöstedt, 1909 
[Kenia, Malawi, Somalia, Tanzania] 

129. Galinthias meruensis Sjostedt, 1909 
[Rwanda, Tanzania] 

130. Galinthias occidentalis Beier, 1930 
[Cameroon, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, 
Morocco, Sierra Leone] 

131. Galinthias philbyi (Uvarov, 1936) 
[Saudi Arabia, Yemen] 

132. Galinthias rhomboidalis Roy  &  Stiewe, 
2014 [Kenya] 

16. Genus: Harpagomantis Kirby, 1899 
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133. Harpagomantis discolor (Stal, 1877) 
[Cape Province, South Africa Republic] 

134. Harpagomantis nana (Lucas, 1849) [?] 
135. Harpagomantis tricolor (Linne, 1758) 

[Botswana, Cape Province, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Natal, Orange 
Free State, Transvaal, Zimbabwe]  

17. Genus: Pseudoharpax Saussure, 1870 

136. Pseudoharpax abyssinicus Beier, 1930 
[Ethiopea, Kenya, Somalia] 

137. Pseudoharpax beieri La Greca, 1950 
[Ethiopea] 

138. Pseudoharpax crenaticollis La Greca, 
1954 [Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, 
Tanzania] 

139. Pseudoharpax dubius La Greca, 1954 
[Congo] 

140. Pseudoharpax erythraeus Giglio-Tos, 
1915 [Ethiopea, Kenya] 

141. Pseudoharpax francoisi Bolivar, 1908 
[Angola, Cameroon, Guinea] 

142. Pseudoharpax nigericus Giglio-Tos, 
1915 [Niger] 

143. Pseudoharpax parallelus La Greca, 
1954 [Kenya] 

144. Pseudoharpax ugandanus Giglio-Tos, 
1915 [Angola, Kenya, Senegal, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe]  

145. Pseudoharpax virescens centralis La 
Greca, 1954 [Congo, Ethiopea, Rwanda, 
Senegal, Uganda] 

146. Pseudoharpax virescens 

virescens (Serville, 1839) [Burkana Faso, 
Cameroon, Chad, Ethiopea, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, 
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, 
Somalia, Sudan, Togo, Uganda] 

Family-4: Iridopterygidae 

Subfamily-1: Hapalomantinae  

Tribe-1: Hapalomantini 

18. Genus: Bolbe Stal, 1877 

147. Bolbe lowi La Greca, 1969 [Australia, 
Oceania] 

148. Bolbe maia Tindale, 1923 [Australia, 
Oceania] 

149. Bolbe nigra Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[Australia, Oceania] 

150. Bolbe pallida Tindale, 1923 [Australia, 
Oceania] 

151. Bolbe pygmaea (Saussure, 1871) 
[Australia, Malaysia, Oceania] 

19. Genus: Bolbena Giglio-Tos, 1915 

152. Bolbena (Bolbena) assimilis 
Kaltenbach, 1996 [Namibia] 

153. Bolbena (Bolbena) hottentotta (Karny, 
1908) [Angola, Kenya, Namibia, 
Republic South Africa] 

154. Bolbena (Bolbena) maraisi Kaltenbach, 
1996 [Namibia, Zimbabwe] 

155. Bolbena (Bolbena) minor Giglio-Tos, 
1915 [Namibia] 

156. Bolbena (Bolbena) orientalis Beier, 
1930 [Somalia] 

157. Bolbena (Bolboda) minutissima 
(Karny, 1908) [Namibia, Transvaal, 
Zimbabwe] 

20. Genus: Bolbula Giglio-Tos, 1915 

158. Bolbula debilis Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[Tanzania] 

159. Bolbula exigua Giglio-Tos, 1915  
[Tanzania] 

160. Bolbula widenmanni (Werner, 1906) 
[Tanzania] 

21. Genus: Hapalogymnes Kaltenbach, 

1996 

161. Hapalogymnes gymnes (Rehn, 1927) 
[Transvaal, Zimbabwe] 

22. Genus: Hapalomantis Saussure, 1871 

162. Hapalomantis (Bolbira) congica Giglio-
Tos, 1915 [Congo] 

163. Hapalomantis (Bolbira) katangica 
Beier, 1935 [Angola, Congo, Tanzania] 

164. Hapalomantis (Bolbira) lacualis Giglio-
Tos, 1915 [Angola, Malawi] 

165. Hapalomantis  (Bolbira) minima 
(Werner, 1906) [Angola, Kenya, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, Zimbabwe] 

166. Hapalomantis (Hapalomantis) 

abyssinica Beier, 1931 [Ethiopea, 
Somalia] 

167. Hapalomantis (Hapalomantis) orba 
(Stal, 1856) [Kenya, Mozambique, Natal, 
Tanzania] 
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168. Hapalomantis (Hapalomantis) 

rhombochir Werner, 1908 [Angola, 
Bioko, Ghana, Kenya] 

23. Genus: Papubolbe Beier, 1965 

169. Papubolbe curvidens Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

170. Papubolbe eximia Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea]  

171. Papubolbe flava Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

172. Papubolbe gressitti Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

173. Papubolbe longipennis Beier, 1965 
[New Guinea] 

174. Papubolbe picea Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

24. Genus: Tarachina Werner, 1907 

175. Tarachina brevipennis Beier, 1954 
[Ethiopea, Kenya] 

176. Tarachina congica Beier, 1954 
[Congo] 

177. Tarachina constricta Werner, 1923 
[Namibia] 

178. Tarachina occidentalis Giglio-Tos, 
1915 [Burkina Faso, Guinea, Cameroon, 
Senegal] 

179. Tarachina rammei Werner, 1928 
[Cameroon] 

180. Tarachina raphidioides Werner, 1907 
[Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Uganda] 

181. Tarachina schultzei Karny, 1908 [Cape 
Province, Namibia, Natal, Transvaal, 
Zimbabwe] 

182. Tarachina seriepunctata Beier, 1954 
[Angola, Congo] 

183. Tarachina transvaalensis Beier, 1953 
[Transvaal, Zimbabwe]  

184. Tarachina werneri Chopard, 1914 
[Ethiopea, Kenya, Somalia, Tanzania] 

185. Tarachina zernyi Beier, 1954 
[Tanzania] 

Subfamily-2: Iridopteryginae 

Tribe-1: Iridopterygini 

25. Genus: Hapalopeza Stal, 1877 

186. Hapalopeza (Hapalopeza) fulmeki 
Werner, 1926 [Sumatra] 

187. Hapalopeza (Hapalopeza) nigricornis 
Stal, 1877 [Halbinsel, Malaysia] 

188. Hapalopeza (Hapalopeza) nilgirica 
Wood-Mason, 1891 [India]  

189. Hapalopeza (Hapalopeza) nitens 
(Saussure, 1871) [Philippines] 

190. Hapalopeza (Hapalopeza) periyara 
Mukherjee  &  Hazra, 1985 [India] 

191. Hapalopeza (Hapalopeza) tigrina 
Westwood, 1889 [Borneo, Halbinsel, 
Malaysia, Sumatra]  

192. Hapalopeza (Spilomantis) occipitalis 
Westwood, 1889 [China, Vietnam] 

26. Genus: Hapalopezella Giglio-Tos, 

1915 

193. Hapalopezella maculata (Kirby, 1904) 
[Sri Lanka] 

27. Genus: Iridopteryx Saussure, 1869 

194. Iridopteryx iridipennis Saussure, 1869 
[Sri Lanka] 

28. Genus: Micromantis Saussure, 1870 

195. Micromantis glauca Saussure, 1870 
[Sri Lanka] 

29. Genus: Muscimantis Henry, 1931 

196. Muscimantis montana Henry, 1931 
[Sri Lanka] 

30. Genus: Nemotha Wood-Mason, 1884 

197. Nemotha coomani Chopard, 1930 
[Vietnam] 

198. Nemotha metallica (Westwood, 1845) 
[India, Bangladesh] 

199. Nemotha mirabiliis Beier, 1935 
[China] 

31. Genus: Pezomantis Uvarov, 1927 

200. Pezomantis henryi Uvarov, 1927 [Sri 
Lanka] 

Tribe-2: Fulcinini 

32. Genus: Calofulcinia Giglio-Tos, 1915 

201. Calofulcinia australis La Greca, 1966 
[Queensland] 

202. Calofulcinia elegans Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[New Guinea] 

203. Calofulcinia integra Werner, 1928 
[New Guinea] 

204. Calofulcinia oxynota La Greca, 1969 
[Queensland] 
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205. Calofulcinia paraoxypila Tindale, 1930 
[Australia] 

206. Calofulcinia vidua Beier, 1935 [?] 
207. Calofulcinia viridula Giglio-Tos, 1915 

[New Guinea] 
33. Genus: Fulcinia Stal, 1877 

208. Fulcinia alaris (Saussure, 1871) [New 
Guinea, Maluku-Indonesia] 

209. Fulcinia exilis Giglio-Tos, 1915 [New 
Guinea] 

210. Fulcinia lobata Werner, 1928 [New 
Guinea] 

211. Fulcinia punctipes Werner, 1928 [New 
Guinea, Indonesia] 

212. Fulcinia uxor Werner, 1928 [New 
Guinea] 

213. Fulcinia variipennis Westwood, 1889 
[New Guinea] 

34. Genus: Fulciniella Giglio-Tos, 1915 

214. Fulciniella infumata (Giglio-Tos, 1915) 
[New Guinea] 

215. Fulciniella loriae Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[Solomon Islands] 

216. Fulciniella verticalis Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

35. Genus: Fulciniola Giglio-Tos, 1915 

217. Fulciniola snelleni (Saussure, 1871) 
[Moluku Islands, New Guinea] 

36. Genus: Hedigerella Werner, 1933 

218. Hedigerella fasciatella (Werner, 1932) 
[Bismarck Archipelago, Solomon 
Islands] 

37. Genus: Nannofulcinia Beier, 1965 

219. Nannofulcinia pulchra Beier, 1965 
[New Guinea] 

38. Genus: Pilomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

220. Pilomantis fusca Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[New Guinea] 

39. Genus: Tylomantis Westwood, 1889 

221. Tylomantis armillata Beier, 1966 
[Bismarck Archipelago] 

222. Tylomantis fuliginosa (Westwood, 
1889) [Aru Islands, Bismarck 
Archipelago] 

Subfamily-3: Nanomantinae 

Tribe-1: Nanomantini 

40. Genus: Ima Tindale, 1924 

223. Ima fusca Tindale, 1924 [Queensland] 

41. Genus: Machairima Beier, 1965 

224. Machairima papua Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

42. Genus: Nanomantis Saussure, 1871 

225. Nanomantis australis Saussure, 1871 
[Australia] 

226. Nanomantis gilolae (Westwood, 1889) 
[Moluku Islands] 

227. Nanomantis lactea Mukherjee, 1995 
[India] 

228. Nanomantis yunnanensis Wang, 1993 
[China] 

43. Genus: Parananomantis Mukherjee, 

1995 

229. Parananomantis brevis Mukherjee, 
1995 [India] 

44. Genus: Sceptuchus Hebard, 1920 

230. Sceptuchus baehri Lombardo, 1993 
[Nepal]  

231. Sceptuchus simplex Hebard, 1920 
[Malay Peninsula, Singapur] 

45. Genus: Sinomantis Beier, 1933 

232. Sinomantis denticulata Beier, 1933 
[China] 

233. Sinomantis maculata Yang in Huang, 
Yin, Zeng, Lin  &  Gu, 2002 [China-
Hainan] 

Subfamily-4: Nilomantinae 

Tribe-1: Nilomantini 

46. Genus: Epsomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

234. Epsomantis tortricoides (de Haan, 
1842) [Borneo, Java] 

47. Genus: Ilomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

235. Ilomantis thalassina (Saussure, 1899) 
[Medagascar] 

48. Genus: Mimomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

236. Mimomantis milloti Paulian, 1957 
[Madagascar] 

49. Genus: Nilomantis Werner, 1907 

237. Nilomantis edmundsi Roy  &  Leston, 
1975 [Ghana, Republic South Africa] 

238. Nilomantis floweri Werner, 
1907 [Chad, Ethiopea, Iran, Mauritania, 
Niger, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 
Yemen] 

50. Genus: Papugalepsus Werner, 1928 
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239. Papugalepsus alatus Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

240. Papugalepsus elongatus Werner, 1928 
[New Guinea, Solomon Islands] 

Subfamily-5: Tropidomantinae  

Tribe-1: Tropidomantini 

51. Genus: Chloromantis Kaltenbach, 

1998 

241. Chloromantis impunctata Werner, 
1929 [Mozambique] 

242. Chloromantis rhombic (Giglio-Tos, 
1915) [Tanzania, Transvaal, Zimbabwe] 

52. Genus: Cornucollis Brannoch  &  

Svenson, 2016 

243. Cornucollis masoalensis Brannoch  &  
Svenson, 2016 [Medagascar] 

53. Genus: Enicophlebia Westwood, 1889 

244. Enicophlebia hilara Saussure  &  
Zehntner, 1895 [Madagascar]  

245. Enicophlebia pallida Westwood, 1889 
[Madagascar] 

54. Genus: Hyalomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

246. Hyalomantis antsingica Svenson  &  
Roy, 2011 [Madagascar] 

247. Hyalomantis madagascariensis 

(Saussure, 1870) [Madagascar] 
248. Hyalomantis murzini Svenson  &  Roy, 

2011 [Madagascar] 
249. Hyalomantis whitingi Svenson  &  Roy, 

2011 [Madagascar] 

55. Genus: KongobathaHebard, 1920 

250. Kongobatha diademata Hebard, 1920 
[Queensland] 

251. Kongobatha papua Beier, 1965 [New 
Guinea] 

56. Genus: MelomantisGiglio-Tos, 1915 

252. Melomantis africana (Werner, 1906) 
[Kenya, Sierra Leone, Tanzania] 

253. Melomantis asema Beier, 1969 
[Malawi] 

57. Genus: MiromantisGiglio-Tos, 1927 

254. Miromantis indica (Giglio-Tos, 1915) 
[India, Nepal] 

255. Miromantis mirandula (Westwood, 
1889) [Borneo, Malay Peninsula, 
Sumatra, Sunda Islands] 

256. Miromantis thalassina (Giglio-Tos, 
1915) [Medagascar] 

257. Miromantis yunnanensis (Wang, 1993) 
[China] 

58. Genus: Negromantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

258. Negromantis gracilis (Giglio-Tos, 
1915) [Cameroon, Medagascar] 

259. Negromantis gracillima Kaltenbach, 
1996 [Rwanda, Zambia,  Zimbabwe] 

260. Negromantis lutescens (Sjostedt, 
1900) [Cameroon] 

261. Negromantis modesta Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[Cameroon, Gabon, Ghana, Ivory Coast] 

59. Genus: Neomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

262. Neomantis australis (Saussure  &  
Zehntner, 1895) [Queensland] 

263. Neomantis hyaline Tindale, 1924 
[Queensland] 

264. Neomantis robusta Beier, 1935 [New 
Guinea] 

60. Genus: Ormomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

265. Ormomantis indica Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[India] 

61. Genus: Oxymantis Werner, 1931 

266. Oxymantis punctillata Werner, 1931 
[India, Nepal] 

62. Genus: Platycalymma Westwood, 

1889 

267. Platycalymma annulicornis Roy & 
Svenson, 2011 [Medagascar] 

268. Platycalymma befasica (Paulian, 1957) 
[Madagascar] 

269. Platycalymma dichroica (Paulian, 
1957) [Madagascar] 

270. Platycalymma latipennis Westwood, 
1889 [Medagascar] 

271. Platycalymma mahafalica Roy & 
Svenson, 2011 [Medagascar] 

272. Platycalymma viettei Roy & Svenson, 
2011 [Medagascar] 

63. Genus: Tropidomantis Stal, 1877 

273. Tropidomantis (Eomantis) 

guttatipennis Stal, 1877 [India, 
Myanmar, Nepal, China-Tibet, Vietnam]  

274. Tropidomantis (Eomantis) iridipennis 

(Westwood, 1889) [India, Java, Sri 
Lanka] 
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275. Tropidomantis (Eomantis) yunnanensis 

(Wang, 1993) [China] 
276. Tropidomantis (Tropidomantis) 

gressitti Tinkham, 1937 [China] 
277. Tropidomantis (Tropidomantis) tenera 

(Stal, 1858) [Borneo, Flores, Java, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Sulawesi, 
Sumatra, Sumba, Thailand]  

64. Genus: Xanthomantis Giglio-Tos, 1915 

278. Xanthomantis bimaculata Wang, 1993 
[China] 

279. Xanthomantis flava Giglio-Tos, 1915 
[Borneo, Singapoor] 

280. Xanthomantis malayana Beier, 1931 
[Malaysia] 

281. Xanthomantis mantispoides (Hebard, 
1920) [Borneo] 

282. Xanthomantis ornata Beier, 1931 
[Borneo] 

 

Conclusion 

The distribution pattern of four families of 
Mantodea: Empusiidae, Eremiaphilidae, 
Galinthiadidae and Iridopterygidae 
demonstrated that most of the species 
belong to Neotropical ecozone of the world 
except America, i.e. countries of Africa, 
southwest Asia and Europe, southeast Asia, 
and Australia. Out of 282 valid species of 
these families, only 19 belong to India.   
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