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INTRODUCTION
Compared to their peers in developed economies, biomedical academics and researchers in low resource settings face
enormous resource constraint in the conduct and publication of research.'? This, along with other factors like the publish
or perish phenomenon, increases the risk of publishing with predatory journals which may be menacingly attractive to
naive early-career researchers (ECRs) from developing countries, usually under the promise of quick publishing and low
article publication charges (APCs).>* On the other hand, exorbitant publication costs required for publishing with leading
commercial publishing giants perhaps also increases the risk of ECRs falling prey to predator journals.>® Nonetheless,
researchers are responsible to avoid unethical research practices, including publishing with predatory journals.®>” Another
factor that increases the risk of publication with predatory journals is ignorance- inadequate knowledge of the nuances of
ascertaining the quality of journals.®
To aid researchers in avoiding predatory journals, some persons or organisations have published blacklists of predatory
or potentially predatory journals; perhaps the most popular, but controversial, of this is the Beall’s list.2"° Others have
proposed whitelists of high-quality journals (rather than a blacklist of potentially predatory journal) as a strategy for
minimising the risk of publishing with predatory journals.®'" The latter approach seems to have gained more acceptability
among the scientific community. A major example of a whitelist is the Directory of Open-Access Journals (DOAJ) which
is a large and growing collection of high-quality open-access (OA) journals.' Biomedical databases like Medline and
Scopus® may also be regarded as whitelists of high-quality journals since they require some criteria for indexing."-"?

The open-access model of journal publication (i.e. journals that are freely available to readers) is becoming more and
more important in an era of open science, and this is even of more benefit to researchers in low-resource settings, save
for the publication costs.>'* Variants of OA journals includes gold, green and diamond or platinum OA journals (Figure
1)."° The latter, diamond or platinum OA journals, are peer-reviewed OA journals with no article processing charges
(i.e. they are both free to publish and immediately free to read)." These journals, compared to journals with APCs, are
potentially less likely to be predatory since they require no APCs.
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Publishing well-conducted and valuable studies in
predatory journals can be described as casting one’s pearls
to swine!' On the other hand, publishing with many OA
journals is challenging to low-resourced researchers,
especially in LMIC. Recently, an early-career researcher
lamented in an email to a journal how he could not afford
their APC as it amounted to his annual salary! It might be
helpful if such ECRs are aware of diamond OA journals of
no less quality and reputation than those of many high-
impact OA journals with high publication cost. Thus, a
collection of  such medical journals with
diamond/platinum OA model who are indexed in
Medline/PubMed is compiled. It is assumed that being
indexed in at least PubMed is a reasonable measure of
journal quality. It is however acknowledged that there are
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Figure 1. Venn diagram highlighting the different levels of open access in
scholarly publishing, as a function of cost to the readers and authors,
copyright retention, and peer review. Source: Farquharson (2022)..
https.//doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.21598179.v1; Licence: CC BY 4.0

are affordably low; also, many commercial journals give
researchers from low-resource settings varying degrees



of APC waivers.® However, the focus here is on those equally good journals that do not charge a dime (at least at the
time of collation).

METHODOLOGY

First, a list of platinum OA medical journals was selected from the list of platinum OA journals with impact factors compiled
by Joshua Pearce.'” This list was supplemented with additional platinum OA medical journals indexed on DOAJ (selected
using its online filters). Searches were also made on Scientific Electronic Library Online (SCIELO, https://www.scielo.br/)-
a database of journals mostly from Latin America, with the maijority running the platinum OA model. Thereafter, the list
was pruned to those indexed on Medline/PubMed by checking at each journal’s websites. Other general searches were
conducted on the websites of Elsevier, Wiley and ResearchGate, as well as general Google searches, to identify smaller
lists or individual journals with the platinum OA model. Table 1 below shows a collection of the platinum OA medical
journals indexed on PubMed/Medline found so far.

RESULTS AND BRIEF COMMENTS

Scientists in developing countries have severely limited access to both published scientific reports and publishing their
own works. While the former is often due to limited access to pay-walled articles, the latter is limited by access to research
funding and other resources."'” Widespread availability and access to diamond OA can potentially address both factors
in such settings- free access to readers and free publication for authors (while acknowledging other measures to increase
journal access to readers such as HINARI initiative, or APC-waiving measures of some commercial publishers).>!”
Interestingly, the majority of the journals in this collection are sponsored by professional/scientific societies or
organisations in South America and Asia; few of them emanate from Africa, North America and Europe.'® Also, about
two-thirds of the journals in this collection have valid impact factors, including impressive ones (another indicator of their

quality).

LIMITATION AND CONCLUSION

While there is a large and growing collection of OA medical journals, the focus of this initiative is to identify a subset of
these OA journals that run the platinum/diamond OA model and that are listed on Medline/PubMed (with or without
additional listing on Scopus®) as a quality check mechanism (additionally, most of the journals in this collection are also
listed on DOAJ). This collection is not however an exhaustive list of medical journals with diamond OA model. It is
somewhat biased towards general medical and paediatric medicine and their specialties; surgery and other fields of
medicine are less represented (this is more of a reflection of my specialty bias, rather than of true representation of the
distribution of platinum OA journals). It is however hoped that it would be helpful, as a starting point, especially to ECRs
in need of quality medical journals with ethical publication and peer review practices."” Although it is fair to assume that
being indexed in databases like Medline/PubMed and Scopus® provides some level of quality checks, some authors have
raised concerns of predatory journals being indexed in such databases.’® On the other hand, how the suspected journals
were determined as predatory has also been flawed.® Nonetheless, researchers need to carefully check and choose high-
quality journals, for example through the think-check-submit approach (https://thinkchecksubmit.org/).® Also, the
indexing nature of the journals in this collection were not specifically verified on Medline/PubMed. It should be noted that
a journal’s publishing model may change from platinum to other forms of OA that require APC. Hence, users of this list
should check with each journal’s current publishing model.

Perhaps, it may be prudent for research institutions with scarce research funds to channel their little funds to supporting
the actual conduct of research, rather than providing researchers with fund to publish with journals with costly APC."56.17
Possibly, the more authors publish with diamond OA journals, the more the quality of such journals might improve,
including in their impact factor; this may also result in more support from their sponsoring organisations who are mostly
driven by the spirit of open science. It is hoped that this collection will be expanded and updated hereafter, including
collaboratively. Feedbacks and suggestions are welcomed.
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TABLE 1. LIST OF DIAMOND (PLATINUM) OPEN-ACCESS MEDICAL JOURNALS INDEXED ON PUBMED WITH OR WITHOUT SCOPUS
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pasting into
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international all articles
published in 2023 -
2025 issues.
ANAESTHESIA
Brazilian
" Society of Brazilian Society of
Brazilian Anesthesiolog | Anesthesiology
Journal of https://www.bja 13 PUBMED:; ENGLISH;PO y (Sociedade | (Sociedade Brasileira
Anesthesiolo | n-sha.org ' SCOPUS RTUGUESE L L
ay (BJAN) Brasnelrg de' de Anestesiologia
Anestesiologia | SBA)
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CARDIOLOGY
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Brasileiros https://abccardi 26 SCOPUS ENGLISH;PO Society of Brazilian Society of
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Cardiologia ardlology
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CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE
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SCOPUS Intensive Care
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FAMILY MEDICINE
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Board of Society of Teachers
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Journal of / of Gastroenterology).
Gastroenter t
ology)
Annals of PUBMED; Hellenic
Gastroenter http://www.ann 99 SCOPUS ENGLISH: Society of Hellenic Society of
ology alsgastro.gr Gastroenterolo | Gastroenterology
ay
GENERAL MEDICINE
Balkan https://balkanm PUBMED; Galenos Filiz Akata on Behalf
Medical edicaljournal.or 3 SCOPUS ENGLISH Publishing of Trakya University
Journal g/index.php House School of Medicine
PUBMED; 3 Croatian
Croatian ‘ SCOPUS Medical 3 Croatian Medical
Medical http://www.cmj. 19 ENGLISH Sch.ools. Sghools (UlnlverS|ty
Journal hr (University Rijeka, Split and
Rijeka, Split Zagreb)
and Zagreb)
Ghana hitos/www.ah Not PUBMED:; Ghana Ghana Medical
Medical PSITWWN-G ) SCOPUS | ENGLISH Medical Association,
anamedj.org/ available o .
Journal Association supported by African




Health Journals
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funded by the US
National Institutes of
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National Library of
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Fogarty International
Center)
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Centre.
PUBMED; Staff Society of Seth
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e Medicine Hospital, Mumbai,
India
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SCOPUS Science, Ministry of Science,
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Croatica ca.eu 06 ENGLISH Sports of the | Sports of the
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authors are
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(the owner of
EJHS) for the
coming few
months, authors
do not pay to
publish
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(Annals of ' ANISH of Pediatrics
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Pediatric ary.wiley.com/j SCOPUS Chinese Medical
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Clinical & PUBMED:; Korean Korean Pediatric
Experimenta | e-cep.org 4.2 SCOPUS ENGLISH Pediatric .
L . Society
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the journal. Authors
do not have to pay
any Article
Processing Charge
or Open Access
Publication Fee.
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PUBMED; Brazilian
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PUBMED; Turkish
Turkish SCOPUS Society of | 1, ish Society of
Journal of Cardiovascula Cardiovascular
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Thoracic and " ) ENGLISH .| Surgery/Turkish
. rgisi.org available Surgery/Turkis ; .
Cardiovascul . Society of Thoracic
ar Surgery h SOC|ety of Surgery
Thoracic
Surgery
Polish https://www.ter PUBMED;
media.pl/Journ SCOPUS . . :
Journal of al/Kardiochirun Termedia Polish Society of
Thoracicand | .. g 0.7 ENGLISH Publishing Cardiothoracic
. ia_i_Torakochir
Cardiovascul = Polsk House Surgeons
ar Surgery urgia_Polska-
40
Indian https://www.thi PUBMED:;
Journal of eme.in/Indian- SCOPUS Association of Plastic
Plastic Journal-of- 08 ENGLISH THIEME Surgeons of India
Surgery Plastic-Surgery
PUBMED; The Article
SCOPUS Publishing Charge
https:/fwww.sci (APC) fee wil pe
Prostate encedirect.com Asian Pacific °°V‘?Fed by Asian
I ; : 3 ENGLISH ELSEVIER . Pacific Prostate
nternational | /ournal/prostat Prostate Society Society for all
e-international cIety .
articles submitted
by 31 December
2025
TROPICAL MEDICINE
Journal of PUBMED:;
the Brazilian SCOPUS Brazilian
Society of https:/fwww.sci Not ENGLISH Journal of Brazilian Journal of
Tropical elo.br/j/rsbmt/ available Tropical Tropical Medicine
Medicine Medicine
(JBSTM)

*Indexed in PubMed/Medlline, or deposited in PubMed Central

Sources: Joshua Pearce (https://doi.org/10.3390/knowledge2020013), DOAJ, Scielo, Elsevier, , etc
Acknowledgement: the information in this table were extracted from each journal’s websites. Any omission or error is
regretted.
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