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The River Guadiana has the founh largest
drainage basin of any nver in the [hertan
peninsula: it 15 67,039 km® in area, rising in
Spain at Campo de Montel, province ol
Cluclad Real, and draining between Vila Real
de Samo Amdmio (Portugal) and Ayamonte
(Spain). The river lows for 810km, of which
550km is in. Spanish territory, 150km in
Portugal and 110km serving &5 a border
between the two countries {see Fig 1),

The Guodiona estuary is n mesotidal
estuarine system (tidal amplitude ranges {rom
L 3m ta 2.5m) located in & temperite climate

| area with moderae, humid winters and hot
| dry summers Its tidal limit = near the village

of Ménola, approximately 70km from the
misth

The estunry occupies an area of 22km® and
its avernge depth 15 6.5m. Freshwater inputs
to, the estuaring zone vary sharply depending
on mainfall ancl water retention tn dams, In the
last Hve years, mean monthly freshwater flow
at Pulo do Labo (80km upsiream) has varied
abruptly from 3,000 m™! In the winter and
0.01 ™! in the summer. In sddition, the
estunry teceives reduced freshwater inputs
from some ributarics, while other inputs
include sewnge, mainly near the mouth, from
the cities of Vila Real de Samto Anidnio
(13,880 inhabitants) and Aysmonte (17,500
inhabiants), A wial of 1.92 million people
inhablt the Guacimna River basin, BS% ol
whom are It Spain

The phvsical charcteristics of the Guadiana
estunry were essential in defining  the
historical and culmral context of (his region
I'he extended navigability of the estuary was
fundamental to establishing crde routes with
Mediterranean civilisations, namely the
Phoenicians, Greeks and Canhaginians, These
civillsations . created several commercinl
harbours along the Guadiana, namely in
Mériola, Alcontim, Castro Marim and
Aypmonte. In these locations, the human
presence dates back as far s the Neolithic
{12000 o 4000 BC) and the Chalcolithic
periods (4000 1o 3100 BC). Later, the Romans
(1 BC 1o V ADY), the Alans (V 1o VI AD), the
Visigoths (V1 to VIIL AD) and the Ambs (V1L
w XHIBC) successively settled in this |berian
reghon until the delineation of the continental
Portuguese wermitory in the 13th cenory, The
predominant north-south direcion of the
estuary was Imtrinsically  linked 1o the
definivion of the Portuguese and Spanish
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Fishing in the Guadiana Estuary,

terriories, &5 served as a natural border in
15 last 50kem

Ore extraction and cereal production along
the surrouniling areas of the estuury tumed
Mérioln into the most important trading
centre, up 1o the Poruguese conguest in
1238 Copper, tron and manganese were the
main one resources, bur silver and gold were
exploited a5 well With the Poriuguese
conguests, the economie importance of the
Guadiana estusry decrensed sharply In the
15th and 16th centuries, cereals were shipped
th the Portuguese foits in northem Alrica, and
{1 was only in the late | 9th century that all the
regions around the estuary experienced a new
ecanomic revival

In the late 18th century, the Portiguese
Prime Minister, Murquis of Pombal, ordered
the construction of 8 new city, Vila Real de
Santo Antdnio, located near the nver mouth
The main goals were palitical, ecomomical and
strategic-related bin primarly to face the
stromg economic development of the Spanish
city of Ayamonte, on the opposite margin, The
prosperity of Aysmonte derived from intense
fishing sctivity, mainly focused on sardine, in
the Gull of Cadiz and Bay of Montegordo,
attracting both Spanish and Portuguese
fshermen. However, Vila Real de Santo
Antonio only prospered in the late 19th
century due 1o a strong development of ore

exiraction, fisheries, and ol preserves and
shipyard industries

Ore extraction, specilically of copper, began
in 1858 in rediscovered Roman mines at
Minas de S&o Domingos. The wvillage ol
Pomarde was founded to facilitate the
diszribution of ore coming in trains from the
miines. Cargo ships transported the ore 1o the
estuary mouth, where it was re<translerred to
bigger ships destined for England  and
Germany. The mining activity lasted until
1965, and its ending caused a deep economic
and demogmphic recession: Between  196]
and 1971, the county of Mértola lost 50% of
its population, which migrated elther 1o
Lishon, the capital of Portugal, or abroad,
Currently, the upper estary 15 one of the
poorest régions in the European Union

The fisheries activity developed in the lie
19th century through investment by Spanish,
laltan: and Greek entreprencurs. who
promoted the tnned fish indusiry, naindy of
sardine and wna. Truly Vila Real de Samo
Antémin is the birthplace of the Pormuguese
tinmed fish Indusiry, where the tinning of tuna
was ploneered in 1865 Tinned fish soon
becime one of the most imporant export
goods in Pormugal, mainly during World War
I, smilar o wine and cork. The fisheres
stirted to decline in the 19608 and today no
tinned fish indistry rematns o the village




France




lukclom

ISBN-10 - 90-74638-19-8
wwwnico knawnl

_Mmmmgmmm

Hmmwmmdmmamm
please conuct Dave at: dgrickard@waitrose com.




