
THE GIANT RAT-KANGAROO PROPLEOPUS OSCILLANS (DE VIS), 
(POTOROIDAE: MARSUPILIA) IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

BY N. S. PLEDGE 

Summary 
 
Isolated teeth referable to one juvenile Propleopus oscillans have been found scattered in a cave 
deposit at Naracoorte. They have been interpreted as a lower premolar (rP3); four upper molars : 
rM1 (described for the first time), rM2, two of rM3 or 4; a lower incisor (1I1) and four lower molars : 
1M2, rM3 or 4, 1M5, rM5. The ‘deciduous” molar M1 is rectangular and quadritubercular, showing 
greater similarity to the M1 of Bettongia spp. than to Hypsiprymnodon. The form of the incisor 
indicates that this tooth had a period of continued ‘rootless’ growth until maturity. A large humerus 
is referred tentatively to P. oscillans and body proportions are calculated. P. oscillans was an animal 
of about the same bulk as an Eastern Grey Kangaroo (Macropus giganteus), but much stockier and 
with longer legs. Apparently it inhabited dense scrub, living on a diet of herbaceous vegetation, 
occasional carrion and small animals.  


















