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a b s t r a c t

Biodegradable magnesium alloys have attracted research interest as matrix materials for next-generation
absorbable metallic coronary stents. Subject to cyclic stresses, magnesium alloy stents (MAS) are prone to
premature failures caused by corrosion fatigue damage. This work aimed to develop a numerical contin-
uum damage mechanics model, implemented with the finite element method, which can account for the
corrosion fatigue of Mg alloys and the applications in coronary stents. The parameters in the resulting
phenomenological model were calibrated using our previous experimental data of HP-Mg and WE43
alloy and then applied in assessing the performance of the MAS. The results indicated that it was valid
to predict the degradation rate, the damage-induced reduction of the radial stiffness, and the critical loca-
tion of the MAS. Furthermore, this model and the numerical procedure can be easily adapted for other
biodegradable alloy systems, for instance, Fe and Zn, and used to achieve the optimal degradation rate
while improving fatigue endurance.

Statement of Significance

Subject to cyclic stresses, magnesium alloy stents are prone to premature failures caused by corrosion
fatigue damage. This work aimed to develop a numerical continuum damage mechanics model, imple-
mented with the finite element method, which can account for the corrosion fatigue of Mg alloys and
the applications in coronary stents. The results indicated that it was valid to predict the degradation rate,
damage-induced reduction of the radial stiffness, and the critical location of the Mg alloy stent; therefore,
these stents can be easily adapted to other biodegradable alloy systems such as Fe and Zn.

� 2019 Acta Materialia Inc. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Magnesium (Mg) and its alloys have drawn increasing research
attention in recent years as next-generation biomaterials owing to
their biodegradable behaviors [1–4]. Mg alloys degrade by corro-
sion in the physiological environment into soluble and nontoxic
by-products. Unlike the conventional structural materials, for
which the vulnerability to corrosion is detrimental, the ability to
be gradually degraded and eventually absorbed by the body makes
Mg alloys favorable for biomedical applications [1]. One

application extensively studied is the Mg alloy stents (MAS) used
in coronary artery surgeries [2,5–8]. Coronary stents are small
mesh-like tubular scaffolds that are placed into the coronary arter-
ies immediately after the angioplasty procedure. The stent expands
inside the artery and provides mechanical support to prevent the
artery from closing up again, referred to as the elastic arterial recoil
[9]. However, the need for mechanical support is temporary. Stents
that are fabricated from biodegradable Mg alloys, in contrast to the
permanent stents, are targeted to lose their mechanical support
gradually by corrosion and degrade with time to allow blood vessel
remodeling and growth [2,10–12], thus eliminating the need for a
second surgery.

However, the time span for stent degradation does not always
match well with the time required for arterial healing period,
typically 3–4 months for the coronary artery as determined from
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clinical studies [13,14]. In most cases, MAS degrades too rapidly to
maintain mechanical integrity long enough to fulfill its purpose
[15]. Therefore, to overcome this hurdle, the challenge comes
down to regulating the corrosion rate of the Mg alloys such that
both the degradation rate and the loss of mechanical support can
be tailored to the physiological needs. The complex in vivo envi-
ronment is characterized by the dynamic chemical and physiolog-
ical processes, mechanical and thermal loadings, and bioelectric
potentials, all of which have a significant impact on the corrosion
of the biodegradable devices [16,17] and are yet to be fully
understood.

The chemical kinetics of the corrosion mechanism and how that
interacts with the mechanical stress are the emerging topics in
both theoretical and experimental studies [18,19]. As load-
bearing devices function in the coronary arteries, stents are subject
to cyclic loadings imposed by the arterial impulses, which leads to
concerns of premature failures caused by fatigue [20-25]. It was
reported that fatigue-related failures are the cause of the most part
of the mechanical failures of metallic implants [26]. For stents, 78%
of the stent fracture cases are associated with serious stent compli-
cations [27]. Furthermore, there is believed to be a synergetic effect
of the corrosion damage and the fatigue damage (corrosion fatigue)
[26,28,29], adding up to the complexity of the problem. Our previ-
ous works [28,29] reported the experimental corrosion fatigue
behaviors of HP-Mg and several Mg alloys including the WE43
alloy. Wittke et al. reported the fatigue properties of the creep-
resistant Mg alloy in corrosive environments [30]. Nan et al.
studied the corrosion fatigue behavior of the AZ31 alloy in sodium
chloride solution using the experimental method [31]. However, as
pointed out by Antunes et al. [26], research of corrosion fatigue on
Mg and its alloys is still scarce. It is to be noted that among the
limited number of corrosion fatigue studies, nearly all of them
were based on the experimental investigation of Mg and its alloys
[28–31].

Numerical simulation has been proven an effective tool in
understanding the underlying mechanism of corrosion as well as
bridging the gap between experimental studies and clinical appli-
cations. Corrosion fatigue models have been developed for other
metallic alloys [32–38], polymers [37,39], and composites [37,39-
45] Generally, there are two types of approach to physically simu-
late the corrosion fatigue phenomenon. One approach is to look
closely at the boundary where the corrosion occurs [33,34] or the
fatigue crack propagates [35,36]. Several numerical methods
including moving boundary and adaptive re-meshing have been
adopted [5,46–48]. This moving boundary approach, while capable
of accurately modeling the local events, requires a more in-depth
characterization of the microscopic mechanisms. The galvanic cor-
rosion mechanism of couples has been studied by Deshpande with
a numerical model that tracks the moving boundary of the corrod-
ing materials [49]. Liu and Schlesinger proposed a mathematic
model that describes microgalvanic corrosion for Mg and its alloys
[50]. A numerical model for microgalvanic activity within binary
phase metal alloys was developed by Deshpande using the
Arbitrary-Lagrangian-Eulerian moving mesh method [51]. The
importance of three-dimensional effects in fatigue design was dis-
cussed by Pook [52]. However, it is difficult to apply these models
to an actual medical device, as the focus on the micro-level mech-
anism makes the comparison with experiments not straightfor-
ward and significantly increases the computational costs [53].
Another approach based on the continuum damage mechanics
(CDM) analyzes damage processes in materials from a continuum
mechanics viewpoint [32,37–45,54]. CDM can be easily imple-
mented in the finite element (FE) framework. Hence, the CDM
approach is more suitable in modeling the complex 3D geometries
and loading conditions of the biodegradable stents.

For Mg alloys, Gastaldi et al. developed a continuum damage-
based corrosion model under the FE framework to analyze the cor-
rosion of coronary stents, in which they incorporated the corrosion
process into the evolution function of the damage field (D) [53].
Following their work, several studies using the same approach
were published, specifically focusing on uniform corrosion, pitting,
stress corrosion, or strain-mediated corrosion [6,16,53,55,56]. The
CDM-based phenomenological approach has been proven valid in
predicting the corrosion of biodegradable metals. However, these
existing FE studies do not consider the synergetic effect of corro-
sion and fatigue.

In this paper, we further extended the CDM-based corrosion
model to account for the corrosion fatigue behaviors of Mg and
its alloys. The synergistic effect of corrosion damage and fatigue
damage was incorporated in the multiplicative way to specify
how each mechanism contributes to the overall damage. The
developed corrosion fatigue model was then implemented using
the commercial FE code and a user-developed subroutine. It is
often challenging to obtain the required model parameters exper-
imentally. The advantage of having in-house experimental data of
HP-Mg and WE43 alloy from our previous work was to calibrate
the model by fitting parameters. Finally, the corrosion fatigue
model was applied to simulate a coronary stent fabricated from
HP-Mg or WE43 alloy. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first
paper that numerically simulated the corrosion fatigue behavior of
the MASs under cyclic loading in the physiological environment.

2. Methods

2.1. Fatigue damage model

In the CDM-based corrosion model for Mg alloys that Gastaldi
et al. first developed [53], the continuum damage theory was
adopted to simply focus on the macroscopic mechanical response,
including stiffness and yield stress, to the presence of geometrical
discontinuities or defects. The physical details of the defects are
ignored. Hence, explicit modeling of the microstructure and inter-
action is not needed. The centerpiece of the CDM approach is an
internal variable called damage field (D), which is defined as a con-
tinuous function of spatial coordinates and time. Under isotropic
assumption, D is a scalar field related to the properties of materials.
In particular, D = 0 indicates the material is undamaged, while
D = 1 indicates the material is completely damaged and cannot
sustain loads. With parameter D, an effective stress tensor rij is
defined by

erij ¼ rij

1� D
ð1Þ

where rij is the Cauchy stress tensor. Therefore, the constitutive
relation of the damaged material can be written as

rij ¼ erij 1� Dð Þ ¼ Cijkl 1� Dð Þekl ð2Þ
where Cijkl is the fourth-order stiffness tensor of material properties.

In the corrosion model, D is used to describe the damage caused
by the corrosion process. In this model, the damage field is com-
posed of two parts: corrosion damage (Dc) and fatigue damage
(Df). For corrosion damage, the pitting model developed by Grogan
et al. [6] is adopted. The damage evolution law is given by

dDc

dt
¼ dU

Le
keKU ð3Þ

where t represents time and Dc is the corrosion damage field. dU is a
characteristic dimension of the uniform corrosion process, namely,
the critical thickness of the corrosion film. KU is a parameter related
to the kinetics of the uniform corrosion process. Le is the
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characteristic FE length. ke is an element-specific dimensionless pit-
ting parameter. Each element on the initial exposed surface is
assigned with a unique random number for the ke value through a
standard random number generator based on Weibull distribution.

For fatigue damage, a modified damage evolution model [32] is
introduced as

dDf

dN
¼ r2q

e

B 1� Df

� �2q ð4Þ

where N represents the number of fatigue load cycles, and Df is the
fatigue damage field. re is the maximum equivalent stress of load-
ing (i.e., Mises stress). Parameter q is a material constant that is
determined by calibration. Parameter B is not only related to mate-
rial but also supposed to be treated as a function of the cyclic
loading.

N and t are correlated through loading frequency f :

N ¼ f � t ð5Þ
The overall damage evolution is contributed by the material

damage accumulated from different degradation mechanisms,
i.e., corrosion and fatigue. To combine these two damage fields, a
multiplication rule is used [40]:

D ¼ 1� 1� Dcð Þ 1� Df
� � ð6Þ

The corrosion fatigue model is then implemented within a FE
framework using the Abaqus/Explicit solver and user-defined sub-
routine (VUSDFLD) through the numerical algorithm as shown in
Fig. 1. First, parameters are specified, and arrays are created. Then
Abaqus/Explicit FE solver computes the stress and deformation.
The stress/strain results are passed along to the user-defined sub-
routine VUSDFLD. For each exterior element on the surface, the
damage is calculated through Eqs. (3–6). However, Eqs. (3–4) are
used in a discrete form to update the damage field at time incre-
ment Dt:

Dc ¼ Dc�1 þ dU
Le

keKUaDt ð7Þ

Df ¼ Df�1 þ r2q
e

B 1� Df�1
� �2q faDt ð8Þ

where Dc�1 and Df�1 are the values of Dc and Df at the previous time
step, respectively. Dt is the time increment for calculation. a is the
time amplification factor introduced because fatigue computation is
usually time-consuming. It saves time in calculation by multiplying
the time step by the factor a. In this way, a longer time can be sim-
ulated with the same step numbers. Results from Eqs. (7) and (8)
are substituted into Eq. (6) to obtain the overall damage D. These
steps are repeated for every time increment step. When the mate-
rial’s damage accumulates and the damage D reaches to 1, the cor-
responding element is then removed from the FE mesh and the
corrosion surface is updated.

2.2. Experimental results and model calibration

The corrosion fatigue model is calibrated with the experimental
results of our previous studies [28,29]. The corrosion fatigue prop-
erties (corrosion rate under cyclic loading) of HP-Mg and WE43
alloy are separately tested in these two studies. The corrosion rate
used in this study is defined as the mass loss per area during a
specific period. According to ASTM-E466-96 [57], fatigue speci-
mens with a circular cross-section, 5 mm diameter and 10 mm
gauge length are used for the corrosion fatigue test to calibrate
the parameters of the numerical model. The values of parameters

B and q are adjusted until the resulting corrosion rate from the
model can fit the experimental results within an error less than
1%. A standard test specimen is shown in Fig. 2(a), wherein the
red part represents the test region. Fig. 2(b) shows the FE model
in Abaqus simulation to replicate the test specimen. Considering
that both ends of the sample are designed for clamping during
the experimental testing, only the test region is simulated and
the two ends of the test region are not treated as external surfaces
exposed to environment. All the boundaries are set to free, and
axial pressure is applied to both ends of the sample for uniaxial
loading. The pressure is set at cyclic load to match with the exper-
imental test setup, more specifically, in sinusoidal loading with fre-
quency = 10 Hz and stress ratio R ¼ �1.

To obtain the mechanical parameters of the material, the uniax-
ial tensile test is also simulated with Abaqus/Standard. The dimen-
sions of the model are the same as those of the fatigue sample. A
quasi-static axial loading is simulated by applying a displacement
boundary condition to both ends of the sample. Other boundaries
are regarded as the free boundaries. All the calibrations are accom-
plished by the best fit of the experimental data.

Fig. 1. Flowchart of the corrosion fatigue algorithm.
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2.3. Stent application

A stent model is established with the geometry demonstrated in
Fig. 2(d). As shown in the figure, the whole stent is a repeating
sinusoidal ring pattern with six complete sinusoidal periods in
the circular direction and four rings in the axis direction. Fig. 2
(d) shows only 1 ring of the stent model, which has a diameter
of 3.2 mm. With four rings in the axis direction, the length of the
stent is 5.36 mm. The stent strut is shown in the enlarged view
in Fig. 2(d), which has a width of 108 lm and a thickness
of 150 lm.

The artery is modeled as a straight tube. The blood vessel con-
sists of three layers, namely, intima, media, and adventitia, the
thicknesses of which can be found in Ref. [58]. Each layer was mod-
eled as an isotropic hyperelastic material using a six-order polyno-
mial strain energy density function according to Gervaso et al. [59].
The density of the tissue was set to 1:12 g=cm3 according to Gas-
taldi et al. [53]. The mechanical anisotropy of the arterial tissue,
which was assessed by Holzapfel et al. [58]; the prestretch of the
vessel; and the stenosis should be taken into account to determine
the mechanical property of the artery. However, the scope of this
work is focused on the corrosion fatigue modeling of the intravas-
cular stent instead of the artery itself. For simplicity, the artery is
modeled only to translate the impulse load to the stent by surface
contact.

In stent application, the vascular is modeled as an annular wall,
with 5.12 mm OD, 3.2 mm ID, and 6 mm length. The vascular is
assembled around the stent as shown in Fig. 2(c). The length is
selected to have extra coverage of the blood vessel over the stent
at both ends. The inner surface of the artery and the outer surface
of the stent contact each other with the general contact algorithm
in the Abaqus package to simulate the stent–artery interaction.
This general contact algorithm allows for the automatic redefini-
tion of contact surfaces by the Abaqus solver following element

removal [60] and the continued modeling of the stent–artery inter-
action as the material corrodes. For the tangential contract, the
coefficient of friction is assumed to be 0.2 [6]. The normal contact
was set as the default ‘‘hard” contact. The stent and the artery were
both meshed with the C3D8R element type in Abaqus, an 8-node
linear brick element with reduced integration [61]. The average
characteristic length of the mesh is 0.02 mm, following a mesh
convergence study in corrosion simulations through appropriate
scaling of the corrosion model parameters [6]. The stent was
meshed with 130,000 C3D8R elements, and the artery was meshed
with 60,000 C3D8R elements.

The pulsatile loading was applied to the stent at 72 heartbeats
per minute according to the US FDA recommendation [62]. The
vessel pulses radially in a sinusoidal form with an amplitude of
0.04 mm [63]. In this paper, the vessel was simulated with the
average values of a human.

2.4. Statistical analysis

Statistical analysis was performed with OriginPro 9.0 software
package (OriginLab Inc. Northampton. USA). Statistical significance
of difference between groups was assessed by one-way analysis of
variance (ANOVA) followed by post hoc Tukey’s multiple compar-
ison test. P values less than 0.05 were considered statistically sig-
nificant. All fitting results had an error less than 1%.

3. Results

3.1. Calibration results

3.1.1. Calibration of mechanical properties
The experimental results of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy from our

previous studies [28,29] are used for the calibration of mechanical

Fig. 2. (a) Sample used for experimental test, in which the red part represents the test region. (b) FE model of the test region in (a). (c) FE model of the stent and the artery. (d)
A ring structure of the stent with an enlarged view of the stent strut. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version
of this article.)
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Statistical analysis was performed with OriginPro 9.0 software
package (OriginLab Inc. Northampton. USA). Statistical significance
of difference between groups was assessed by one-way analysis of
variance (ANOVA) followed by post hoc Tukey’s multiple compar-
ison test. P values less than 0.05 were considered statistically sig-
nificant. All fitting results had an error less than 1%.

3. Results

3.1. Calibration results

3.1.1. Calibration of mechanical properties
The experimental results of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy from our

previous studies [28,29] are used for the calibration of mechanical

Fig. 2. (a) Sample used for experimental test, in which the red part represents the test region. (b) FE model of the test region in (a). (c) FE model of the stent and the artery. (d)
A ring structure of the stent with an enlarged view of the stent strut. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version
of this article.)
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properties in the corrosion fatigue model. Fig. 3(a) and 3(b) depict
the respective stress–strain curves of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.

The solid lines shown in Fig. 3(a) and 3(b) are plotted from the
actual experimental data. The input of the mechanical parameters
in the numerical models is determined by the best fit of undam-
aged materials, shown as black dotted lines. These parameters
are listed in Table 1. The reduction in the mechanical integrity of
the material induced by corrosion fatigue can be characterized by
modifying the material mechanical parameters with different val-
ues of D. Four exemplary situations are simulated representing the
material properties of elements, with D values ranging from 0 to 1,
in increments of 0.25. Based on the assumption that reduction in
the load-bearing capacity of the element is directly related to the
damage field, the stress–strain curves are produced by scaling
down the Young’s modulus of the undamaged materials by D. It
is shown that the stress decreases as the damage field D increases
at the same strain level as shown in Fig. 3(a) and 3(b), which is con-
sistent with the experimental observation of the loss of mechanical
integrity [6,16].

3.1.2. Damage evolution calibration
In Fig. 3(c) and 3(d), the respective corrosion rates of HP-Mg

andWE43 alloy are used to calibrate the parameters in the damage
evolution Eqs. (7) and (8). These corrosion rates are for a standard
test sample immersed in a simulated body fluid (SBF) subject to
fatigue loading. Experimental data from our previous studies
[28,29] are displayed as bars in the figures. Model results under
the same cyclic loading are displayed as data point markers in
these two plots. Parameters that resulted from this calibration
are listed in Table 2. As shown in Fig. 3(c) and 3(d), the magnitude
of cyclic loading has a significant influence on corrosion rate in the
SBF. Consequently, the fatigue loading can lead to corrosion accel-
eration in a way that the material could lose its load-bearing
capacity even before the expected time point. When the cyclic
loading reaches a threshold value, the corrosion rate rapidly

elevates when compared with that in the reference sample that
has no fatigue loading applied. This threshold value is different
for HP-Mg and WE43 alloy. From limited data points, the threshold
value for HP-Mg should be less than 50 MPa, while that for WE43
alloy should be somewhere between 110 MPa and 120 MPa. More
experimental tests are required to better demonstrate the trends.

Fig. 4 shows the contour plots of the damage fields of both
samples. The HP-Mg sample is subjected to 70 MPa cyclic load,
and for the WE43 alloy sample, the cyclic load is 120 MPa. At
approximately 250 h of simulation, the HP-Mg sample has damage
values of nearly all elements reaching 1, and some elements have
already been deleted from the model, indicative of a fully damaged
material. For the WE43 alloy, the material is fully damaged at
approximately 35 h, much faster than that for HP-Mg. The damage
fields of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy at half time to the fully damaged
state are also shown in Fig. 4. The corrosion damage and fatigue
damage are displayed separately to compare their differences. It
can be seen that the fatigue damage is much larger than the
corrosion damage for both HP-Mg and WE43 alloy. Here, the fati-
gue damage dominates when the cyclic loading is applied at a fre-
quency of 10 Hz. Another observation is the inhomogeneous
distribution of the damage field, showing a pitting type of
degradation.

3.2. Modeling the corrosion fatigue of Mg alloy stent

The application of Mg alloy in stents is simulated using the cal-
ibrated corrosion fatigue model for both the HP-Mg and the WE43
alloy. The damage fields at 28 h of simulation are displayed in
Fig. 5. In addition to the total damage, the corrosion damage and
the fatigue damage are decoupled and displayed here as well.
The scale of the color legend was chosen to be different, as the cor-
rosion fatigue damage differs between HP-Mg and WE43 alloy. It is
found that the WE43 stent degrades more rapidly than the HP-Mg
stent, which has been seen in the sample tests in section 3.1.2. It is

Fig. 3. Stress–strain curve of (a) HP-Mg and (b) WE43 alloy; solid lines represent experimental data, and dashed lines represent results from this model. Sample corrosion
rate of (c) HP-Mg and (d) WE43 alloy; bars represent experimental data, and lines represent results from this model. Correlation of parameter B with cycle load for (c) HP-Mg
and (d) WE43 alloy.
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worth mentioning that the overall degradation of the stent is dom-
inated by corrosion damage for both the materials, contrasting to
that shown in the sample tests.

4. Discussion

4.1. Parameter determination

Most parameters in this model can be easily determined by the
method mentioned above except for the value of B in Eqs. (3) and
(7). There is no such value of B that can be suitable for all the load-
ing cases just as mentioned above.

Fig. 3(c) and 3(d) show the relationship between B and cyclic
load of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy, respectively. A linear fitting is used

for HP-Mg assuming the proportional relationship of 1/B and the
load:

1
B
¼ 1:882� 10�9re � 1:188� 10�8 ð9Þ

A piecewise linear fitting is applied for the WE43 alloy:

1
B
¼ 1:917� 10�8re � 1:899� 10�6 re � 110MPað Þ

6:284� 10�8re � 6:703� 10�6 re > 110MPað Þ

(
ð10Þ

First, we investigated the stress distribution in the stent at max-
imum deformation. Fig. 6 exhibits stress distribution in the stent at
maximum deformation. It can be found that the distribution profile
is nearly the same for these two kinds of material. This result is
reasonable because these two cases are nearly the same except

Table 1
Parameters of mechanical property of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.

HP-Mg WE43 alloy

Young’s modulus (MPa) Poisson’s ratio Density (kg/m3) Young’s modulus (MPa) Poisson’s ratio Density (kg/m3)
83,600 0.3 1738 23,300 0.3 1830

Yield stress (MPa) Plastic strain (%) Yield stress (MPa) Plastic strain (%)
153.561 0 255.04 0
163.248 0.211 267.192 0.455
179.915 1.044 285.962 2.662
186.752 1.603 295.899 4.351
196.724 2.911 303.628 5.844
202.137 4.367 313.565 7.792
203.276 5.116 322.397 9.545
203.276 5.876 336.751 13.961
201.994 6.646 343.375 16.494
199.003 7.373 342.271 17.532
185.613 8.449 333.438 17.792

Table 2
Parameters of corrosion fatigue property of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.

HP-Mg WE43

q dUKU mm=sð Þ a q dUKU mm=sð Þ a

0.0001 3:241� 10�8 106 0.0001 1:942� 10�7 105

Cyclic load 50 MPa 60 MPa 70 MPa Cyclic load 100 MPa 110 MPa 120 MPa
B (MPa) 12.254 9.7732 8.3859 B (MPa) 56.216 4.7739 1.1935

Fig. 4. Contour plots of the damage field of the test samples for HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.
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worth mentioning that the overall degradation of the stent is dom-
inated by corrosion damage for both the materials, contrasting to
that shown in the sample tests.
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First, we investigated the stress distribution in the stent at max-
imum deformation. Fig. 6 exhibits stress distribution in the stent at
maximum deformation. It can be found that the distribution profile
is nearly the same for these two kinds of material. This result is
reasonable because these two cases are nearly the same except
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203.276 5.116 322.397 9.545
203.276 5.876 336.751 13.961
201.994 6.646 343.375 16.494
199.003 7.373 342.271 17.532
185.613 8.449 333.438 17.792

Table 2
Parameters of corrosion fatigue property of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.
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q dUKU mm=sð Þ a q dUKU mm=sð Þ a

0.0001 3:241� 10�8 106 0.0001 1:942� 10�7 105

Cyclic load 50 MPa 60 MPa 70 MPa Cyclic load 100 MPa 110 MPa 120 MPa
B (MPa) 12.254 9.7732 8.3859 B (MPa) 56.216 4.7739 1.1935

Fig. 4. Contour plots of the damage field of the test samples for HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.
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for materials that can only influent stress magnitude while having
no effects on the distribution profile. Additionally, the average
stress values are calculated through the distributions. Finally, the
average values, which are 120 MPa and 150 MPa, are used to
obtain B values according to Eqs. (8) and (9) for HP-Mg and
WE43 alloy, respectively.

4.2. Fatigue damage and degradation rate

The total mass loss for the stent is contributed by both the cor-
rosion damage and the fatigue damage. The results have been
shown in Fig. 5 in terms of how the damage fields were distributed
spatially over the entire model. Fig. 7 depicts the mass loss due to

damage with time for the stents of both HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.
The total mass loss is dominated by pitting damage for HP-Mg in
Fig. 7 (a) and similarly for the WE43 alloy in Fig. 7(b). This is con-
trary to the observation in the in vitro sample tests. The reason
stent results are different from sample results may be attributed
to the environment difference between in vivo and in vitro. The
most important factor is the load frequency. It is evident that load
frequency markedly affects the damage evolution according to
Eq. (8). The cyclic loading for in vivo stent application was applied
at 72 beats per minute (1.2 Hz), while for the vitro sample tests,
the cyclic loading was at a much higher frequency (10 Hz).
Although the fatigue damage does not dominate for a stent
implanted in vivo, the mass loss due to fatigue damage still takes

Fig. 5. Contour plots of the damage field of the stents for HP-Mg and WE43 alloy.

Fig. 6. Stress distribution statistical bar chart for (a) HP-Mg and (b) WE43 alloy.
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up approximately 20% of the total mass loss for HP-Mg as shown in
Fig. 7(a). The fatigue damage is more pronounced in the stent of
the WE43 alloy as shown in Fig. 7(b), where the fatigue damage
contributed to nearly half of the total mass loss. The simulation
results clearly showed that, when studying the in vivo degradation
of MASs, the fatigue effect should always be factored in. The accel-
eration in degradation by fatigue loading could potentially lead to
the premature failure of stents. This conclusion is drawn in accor-
dance with the report by Antunes et al. [26]. By comparing the time
to degradation, it can be seen that the HP-Mg stent completely
degraded at approximately 275 h, while the WE43 alloy stent com-
pletely degraded at approximately 45 h. Here the fatigue corrosion
model demonstrated that the WE43 stent degrades approximately
6 times faster than the HP-Mg stent. The degradation rate is one of
the key characteristics to be considered in developing coronary
stents. The corrosion fatigue model in this work could provide a
better insight into the degradation behavior by predicting the over-
all degradation rate.

4.3. Mechanical integrity and critical location

The purpose of a biodegradable Mg stent is first to provide the
required mechanical support and then to degrade. In this section,
we discuss the loss of mechanical integrity due to the evolving
damage and the critical location of the damage. A stent mainly
supports the blood vessel to prevent it from elastic arterial recoil.

Therefore, radial support is a significant mechanical property used
to evaluate stent performance. To assess the radial support, a com-
pression test is performed with the FE method using the calibrated
corrosion fatigue model. All the details are the same except that the
load is applied as compression only instead of a cyclic load. The crit-
ical location where the maximum stress occurs has the highest
probability of failure, susceptible to the loss of support capability
in the stent. Hence, maximum stress has been regarded as an index
for evaluating the mechanical support capacity. Fig. 8(a) illustrates
the development of maximum stress with the progression of com-
pression. It is shown that the maximum stresses decrease with the
damage increasing regardless of the materials, which implies that
evolving damage causes the loss of mechanical support capacity
in the stent. As shown in Fig. 8(a), both the HP-Mg andWE43 stents
have yielded and entered into the plastic region in the compression
test, which is in line with the results reported by Galvin et al. [16].

Radial stiffness is not directly calculated from the model.
Instead, the radial force at a certain degree of radial compression
is plotted to characterize the radial stiffness, as shown in Fig. 8
(b). The radial stiffness reduces linearly with the evolvement of
damage for both HP-Mg and WE43 alloy stents. The radial forces
of them are nearly the same. The inserted picture in Fig. 8(b) shows
the removal of elements in a WE43 alloy strut as the damage of the
whole stent reaches 75%, indicating the critical location of the
damage. The ability to identify the critical location provides the
theoretical basis for design optimization.

Fig. 7. Mass loss due to corrosion and fatigue damage for (a) HP-Mg and (b) WE43 alloy.

Fig. 8. (a) Maximum stress in the stent varies with stent compression. Solid lines represent HP-Mg and dashed lines represent the WE43 alloy. (b) Radial force declines with
corrosion development. The inserted picture shows the element delegation of a strut.
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the premature failure of stents. This conclusion is drawn in accor-
dance with the report by Antunes et al. [26]. By comparing the time
to degradation, it can be seen that the HP-Mg stent completely
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pletely degraded at approximately 45 h. Here the fatigue corrosion
model demonstrated that the WE43 stent degrades approximately
6 times faster than the HP-Mg stent. The degradation rate is one of
the key characteristics to be considered in developing coronary
stents. The corrosion fatigue model in this work could provide a
better insight into the degradation behavior by predicting the over-
all degradation rate.

4.3. Mechanical integrity and critical location

The purpose of a biodegradable Mg stent is first to provide the
required mechanical support and then to degrade. In this section,
we discuss the loss of mechanical integrity due to the evolving
damage and the critical location of the damage. A stent mainly
supports the blood vessel to prevent it from elastic arterial recoil.

Therefore, radial support is a significant mechanical property used
to evaluate stent performance. To assess the radial support, a com-
pression test is performed with the FE method using the calibrated
corrosion fatigue model. All the details are the same except that the
load is applied as compression only instead of a cyclic load. The crit-
ical location where the maximum stress occurs has the highest
probability of failure, susceptible to the loss of support capability
in the stent. Hence, maximum stress has been regarded as an index
for evaluating the mechanical support capacity. Fig. 8(a) illustrates
the development of maximum stress with the progression of com-
pression. It is shown that the maximum stresses decrease with the
damage increasing regardless of the materials, which implies that
evolving damage causes the loss of mechanical support capacity
in the stent. As shown in Fig. 8(a), both the HP-Mg andWE43 stents
have yielded and entered into the plastic region in the compression
test, which is in line with the results reported by Galvin et al. [16].

Radial stiffness is not directly calculated from the model.
Instead, the radial force at a certain degree of radial compression
is plotted to characterize the radial stiffness, as shown in Fig. 8
(b). The radial stiffness reduces linearly with the evolvement of
damage for both HP-Mg and WE43 alloy stents. The radial forces
of them are nearly the same. The inserted picture in Fig. 8(b) shows
the removal of elements in a WE43 alloy strut as the damage of the
whole stent reaches 75%, indicating the critical location of the
damage. The ability to identify the critical location provides the
theoretical basis for design optimization.
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4.4. Model applications

Although this study discussed only the application of the corro-
sion fatigue model in MASs, our model can be easily extended to
other biodegradable alloy systems such as Fe and Zn. In the
meso-scale model, the evolution formula of fatigue damage for
other metals can be derived by assuming a brittle damage mecha-
nism, which has been discussed in the work by Amiri et al. [34].
Similarly, the model parameters are fitted with the experimental
observations. This paper presented a generic numerical framework
in assessing the corrosion fatigue property of biodegradable met-
als. The validation of the numerical model is based on the
in vitro test of the samples under cyclic load in the corrosion envi-
ronment. Then, the calibrated model can be applied to study the
corrosion fatigue properties of actual medical devices, with much
more complex geometry and load conditions.

5. Conclusions

In this study, a numerical FE model was established to simulate
the corrosion fatigue behavior of the biodegradable Mg alloys. The
mechanical and damage parameters were calibrated by the in vitro
sample tests of HP-Mg and WE43 alloy. As an application, the cor-
rosion fatigue model was used to simulate the in vivo deformation
of the coronary stents fabricated using HP-Mg or WE43 alloy. The
trends in the degradation rate, loss of mechanical radial support,
and the critical location of degradation and deformation were eval-
uated from the simulation results. The analysis has proven that
these simulation results are in good accordance with the experi-
mental results or other research work. It is found that fatigue loads
or cyclic stresses have an important effect on the acceleration of
the degradation rate and loss of mechanical integrity. Therefore,
the corrosion fatigue model can be used as a numerical tool to help
understand the biodegradable process of MASs and improve fati-
gue durability.
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