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A Comparative Study on Higher Education Internationalization

of International Cities in Asia

LI Mei
(Institute of Higher Education, Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: The paper aims at comparing the characteristics and approaches of higher education internationalization of

three Asian cities, namely Singapore, Hong Kong and Shanghai. It explores the internationalization of student, staff,

curricula, joint-venture degree programs of six research-intensive universities. Combining the comparative analysis at in-

stitutional level and policy analysis at the system level, the paper analyzes the differences and similarities of rationales,

status and approaches of higher education internationalization. Learning from the Singapore and Hong Kong’s experiences

and initiatives, some suggestions for Shanghai government and universities are proposed for enhancement of international-

ization of higher education. The findings show that Singapore and Hong Kong have adopted the export and external-orien-

ted approach of higher education internationalization, while Shanghai has adopted the import-and-internal-oriented ap-

proach of internationalization. Shanghai is expected to focus on economic and academic rationales, and transform from in-

ternal oriented approach to lay equal stress on both internal and external-oriented approaches of internationalization.

Key words: Singapore, Hong Kong, Shanghai, higher education, internationalization
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