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In the town of Cavite-Viejo, Province of Cavite, this 12th day of June 1898: 

 

BEFORE ME, Ambrosio Rianzares Bautista, War Counsellor and Special Delegate designated to proclaim 

and solemnize this Declaration of Independence by the Dictatorial Government of the Philippines, pursuant 

to, and by virtue of, a Decree issued by the Engregious Dictator Don Emilio Aguinaldo y Famy… 

 

And having as witness to the rectitude of our intentions the Supreme Judge of the Universe, and under the 

protection of our Powerful and Humanitarian Nation, The United States of America, we do hereby proclaim 

and declare solemnly in the name by authority of the people of these Philippine Islands, 

That they are and have the right to be free and independent; that they have ceased to have allegiance to the 

Crown of Spain; that all political ties between them are should be completely severed and annulled; and that, 

like other free and independent States, they enjoy the full power to make War and Peace, conclude 

commercial treaties, enter into alliances, regulate commerce, and do all other acts and things which and 

Independent State Has right to do… 

And imbued with firm confidence in Divine Providence, we hereby mutually bind ourselves to support this 

Declaration with our lives, our fortunes, and with our sacred possession, our Honor. 

We recognize, approve, and ratify, with all the orders emanating from the same, the Dictatorship established 

by Don Emilio Aguinaldo whom we reverse as the Supreme Head of this Nation, which today begins to 

have a life of its own, in the conviction that he has been the instrument chosen by God, inspite of his humble 

origin, to effectuate the redemption of this unfortunate country as foretold by Dr. Don Jose Rizal in his 

magnificent verses which he composed in his prison cell prior to his execution, liberating it from the Yoke 

of Spanish domination… 

Moreover, we confer upon our famous Dictator Don Emilio Aguinaldo all the powers necessary to enable 

him to discharge the duties of Government, including the prerogatives of granting pardon and amnesty, 

And lastly, it was results unanimously that this Nation, already free and independent as of this day, must 

used the same flag which up to now is being used, whose designed and colored are found described in the 

attached drawing, the white triangle signifying the distinctive emblem of the famous Society of the 

"Katipunan" which by means of its blood compact inspired the masses to rise in revolution; the tree stars, 

signifying the three principal Islands of these Archipelago - Luzon, Mindanao, and Panay where the 

revolutionary movement started; the sun representing the gigantic step made by the son of the country 

along the path of Progress and Civilization; the eight rays, signifying the eight provinces - Manila, 

Cavite, Bulacan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, Bataan, Laguna, and Batangas - which declares themselves in a 

state of war as soon as the first revolt was initiated; and the colors of Blue, Red, and White, 

commemorating the flag of the United States of America, as a manifestation of our profound gratitude 

towards this Great Nation for its disinterested protection which it lent us and continues lending us… 

In witness thereof, I certify that this Act of Declaration of Independence was signed by me and by all 

those here assembled including the only stranger who attended those proceedings, a citizen of the U.S.A., 

Mr. L.M. Johnson, a Colonel of Artillery. 


