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Abstract—As the grid code specifies, wind turbines have to re-
main connected to the grid at voltage levels far below the nom-
inal values. The improvement of wind turbine performance under
such conditions has become a problem of general concern. How-
ever, this performance usually relies on conventional linear con-
trollers that operate at network faults far off the nominal point for
which they were designed. As a consequence, wind turbines should
operate with increasing converter currents, which may result in
converter damage. This paper proposes a nonlinear controller for
converter-based wind turbines that ensures that the currents are
maintained within the design limits. The controller is based on
feedback linearization theory and is applied to the system through
a sliding mode approach. This controller is robust against system
perturbations and uncertainties, and overcomes the usually com-
plex implementation that is associated with feedback linearization
controllers.

Index Terms—Feedback linearization, grid fault, ride-through
control, sliding mode control, wind energy, wind power generation.

I. INTRODUCTION

WIND power is one of the most cost-effective systems
available today to generate electricity from renewable

sources. For this reason, wind energy is being widely used to
reduce the levels of polluting CO emissions. In the case of
high power ratings, variable speed wind turbines are usually
applied due to cleaner power delivery to the grid, higher ca-
pacity to extract energy from the wind, lower noise at low wind
speeds, lower drive train torque, and control flexibility. The
most common variable speed wind turbines are the doubly fed
induction generators (DFIG) and direct driven synchronous gen-
erators (DDSG). DFIGs utilize a transmission gearbox to con-
nect the rotor of the wind turbine to the generator. In contrast,
DDSGs are directly coupled to the wind turbine, eliminating the
gearbox, simplifying the power plant, and improving efficiency
at lower wind speeds [1], [2].

As the level of wind energy penetration in the electrical
power systems increases, several grid connection codes have
been introduced to ensure network power quality. These codes
define the operation boundary for a wind turbine connected to
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Fig. 1. Spanish RD 436/2004 and E.On Netz fault ride-through requirements
for wind farms.

the grid in terms of power factor, frequency range, voltage tol-
erance, and fault ride-through capability. Today, wind turbines
are required to remain connected to the grid during network
disturbances and cannot be simply disconnected from the grid
as in the past [3], [4]. Among these disturbances, voltage dips
have a great impact on wind turbines since the output current of
the generator increases significantly and can easily damage the
system equipment. Thus, in compliance with grid codes, wind
turbines should be able to override the large currents caused
by temporary voltage dips, and to continue feeding in current
during a grid short circuit. From a functional point of view,
this means that wind turbines have to behave like conventional
power plants.

In 2004, the Spanish Royal Decree RD 436/2004 established
the transmission grid codes and the fault ride-through specifica-
tions for wind farms in Spain (see Fig. 1) [5]. The German E.On
Netz grid code is also shown in this figure as a heavy dotted line.
This figure shows how wind turbines are allowed to disconnect
from the grid only when the grid voltage goes below the curve
plotted by the heavy lines (in time length or in voltage level).
Note that the Spanish ride-through specification is less restric-
tive than the E.On netz by only 5% of the maximum allowable
voltage dip level, but even less restrictive in time length dura-
tion.

In a standard DFIG and DDSG, a back-to-back voltage source
converter (VSC) with a dc-link is normally used. In DFIGs,
the power is supplied by the generator stator to the grid and,
at the same time, electric power is exchanged with the grid
via the VSCs connected between the grid and the rotor cir-
cuit. In this situation, the converter handles only a portion of
the generator’s output power (about one third of the nominal
power), which results in converter size and cost savings. Un-
fortunately, the converter is very sensitive to transient current
surges caused by faults in the network and special care must be
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Fig. 2. Direct drive synchronous generator connected to the grid via back-to-
back VSCs.

taken to avoid component damage [6], [7]. For DDSGs, in order
to allow variable speed operation, the generator is connected to
the grid through a back-to-back VSC that acts as a frequency
converter and decouples the generator from the grid, see Fig. 2.
Consequently, the fault ride-through capability of the wind tur-
bine depends on the converter control. The converter can limit
the current to rated values during dips, and continue to deliver
power and reactive power at reduced voltage levels. Therefore,
in the event of a fault, these turbines could stay connected to the
grid and may help the conventional power stations rebuild the
voltage after grid failures [8]–[12].

Several studies of the behavior of different types of turbines
during faults have been conducted [13]–[21]. In [17], a control
strategy is proposed to improve the fault ride-through capability
of DFIG wind turbines. This strategy consists in reducing the
time that it takes to restore the turbine pre-fault condition after
the fault is cleared, which prevents voltage collapse during the
restarting process. [18] studies the steady-state voltage profile
and the voltage ride-through capabilities of the induction gen-
erator-based wind farms with different reactive compensation
techniques. In [19], a ride-through solution for DFIGs is pro-
posed which is based on limiting the high current in the rotor
by providing a bypass for this current via a set of resistors that
are connected to the rotor windings. With this solution, the syn-
chronism of operation remains established during and after the
fault and the wind turbine can survive grid faults without discon-
necting from the grid. The effects of voltage dips on the con-
troller’s performance of DDSGs under unbalanced conditions
have been studied in [6]. This work focuses on the PI control of
the dc-link using current feed-forward, but does not consider the
controller impact on the converter currents. In [20], a flexible ac-
tive power control based on a fast current controller and a recon-
figurable reference current is proposed to overcome grid faults
on a distributed power system. In [21], a nonlinear controller
based on feedback linearization theory is proposed for DDSGs.
This controller improves the behavior of the conventional linear
current controllers, keeping the current levels within their de-
sign limits, even for the stronger voltage dips set by actual grid
codes. Moreover, the study shows how the converter currents
can exceed the design limits due to the poor behavior of stan-
dard PI-based controllers, which operate far below their nom-
inal operating point. However, the implementation of this ap-
proach is very complex due to the fact that it involves too many
sensing variables and difficult mathematical operations having
to do with the nonlinear controller conception.

This paper also proposes a nonlinear controller based on feed-
back linearization theory for DDSGs. However, the feedback

linearization is applied through a sliding mode control approach,
which avoids those complex calculations, uses few sensing vari-
ables, and simplifies further the controller structure. Further-
more, the sliding mode control employs a low pass filter on the
switching function in order to reduce the chattering produced
by the sliding motion in the system state variables. This filter
reduces the chattering of the wind turbine to acceptable levels
without affecting the performance of the controller. Several sim-
ulations are carried out in order to demonstrate the feasibility of
this control approach. The reported results show an excellent
behavior for this controller, which achieves faster response and
lower dc-link current and voltage overshoots than the conven-
tional linear PI controllers. These results also show how a proper
dynamic response can be imposed on the system by the proper
choice of the sliding surface coefficients. Additionally, several
simulations are also performed to prove the controller robust-
ness in the presence of model mismatches. The obtained results
show that the controller has high robustness against parametric
uncertainty and that these mismatches have a small impact on
the controller behavior.

This paper is organized as follows. In Section II, the design
of conventional PI linear controllers for DDSGs is briefly re-
viewed. In Section III, the feedback linearization theory is ex-
plained and its application to a DDSGs wind turbine is pre-
sented. The limitations of this approach are also outlined. In
Section IV, an input–output feedback linearization controller
based on sliding mode control is synthesized. Section V shows
simulation results of the proposed sliding-mode nonlinear con-
troller. Section VI presents the conclusions of this work.

II. CONVENTIONAL GRID-SIDE VSC CONTROL FOR DDSGS

Fig. 2 shows a detailed scheme for the connection of a DDSG
to the grid using back-to-back VSCs. The generator-side VSC
generates the voltage-phasor and the electric frequency at
the generator terminals, which correspond to the desirable
rotational speed of the wind turbine. Therefore, in order to
achieve a precise speed control of the generator, it is crucial to
obtain a constant dc-link voltage. For this reason, it is impor-
tant to achieve an accurate power balance at both sides of the
back-to-back frequency converter.

In normal operation, the generator-side VSC absorbs only the
electric power produced by the multi-pole synchronous gener-
ator and this power is delivered to the grid via the dc-link and
the grid-side VSC. In addition, considering that the dc-link and
the back-to-back VSCs decouple the turbine generator from the
ac-grid, the control system of the grid-side VSC can be con-
ceived as a way to regulate the electric power transferred from
the wind turbine to the grid.

In order to achieve a constant dc-link voltage most commer-
cial wind turbines vary the level of active power injected to the
grid. To do this, the system control of the grid-side VSC is de-
signed to ensure that the current matches the current , as
closely as possible, see Fig. 2. The current is delivered by the
generator-side VSC and is a function of the wind speed and gen-
erator torque. The mismatches between these currents will lead
to variations in the dc-link voltage that can influence the system
performance.
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A. Current Control

If balanced conditions are assumed and using the Park trans-
formation, the system equations that describe the operation of
the grid side of the frequency converter can be expressed in the

reference frame [16] as

(1)

(2)

where and represent the total resistance and inductance
between the grid-connected transformer and the grid-side VSC.
These equations can be rewritten as

(3)

(4)

Now, a proportional-integral (PI) controller can be realized
for each component with the following form:

(5)

(6)

where is the proportional gain, is the integral gain, and
and are the errors derived from the

reference currents. Therefore, substituting (5) in (3) and (6) in
(4), the reference voltages of the grid-side VSC can be stated as

(8)

(9)

These final relations allow the control system to regulate elec-
tric power around the desired references.

B. DC-Link Control

The dc-link controller can be derived from the analysis of the
power balance between the ac and dc sides of the grid-side VSC
[22], which is given by

(10)

Here, the term can be taken as zero if correct alignment of
the reference frame is considered. Thus, the following equation
can be formulated if current is considered

(11)

As can be seen, this is a nonlinear equation. To derive the
dc-link voltage controller, this relation can be linearized around
a chosen operating point as follows:

(12)

which yields

(13)

where , , , and are the operating point values, and
denotes incremental values [23]. Now, a PI dc-link controller

can be applied to maintain a constant voltage

(14)

where and are the proportional and integral gains, re-
spectively, and is the desired constant dc-link value.

C. Simulation Results

As in [21], a 1 MW variable-speed wind turbine is considered.
The transformer is rated at 1.2 MVA and is conceived to step-up
a voltage of 690 V to a grid voltage of 110 kV. The transformer
has been modeled by an ideal transformer with a series resistor

and inductance at the low side of the transformer, see Fig. 2,
with values 1.98 m and 63.1 H. For the dc-link, a
capacitor value of 134 mF is used [24]. The operating point
for the dc-link capacitor is 1050 V while for the grid
voltage at the transformer’s low side it is 690 V, which
corresponds to a direct component current of 966 A de-
duced from (10). The PI control parameters have been designed
using root locus methods that lead to the following gains:
0.1 and 3 for the PI current controllers and 50 and

5000 for the dc-link voltage PI controller.
These PI controllers are connected to the nonlinear model of

the grid-side VSC [constituted by (1), (2), and (11)]. In order
to evaluate the performance of the designed controllers under
normal and fault conditions, a series of voltage dips on the grid
were performed in the range of 100% to 15% of the nominal
specified by the grid code (Fig. 1) and with a perturbation of

1000 A on the dc-link current. This current perturbation
corresponds to the maximum expected change in the link current
for this drive rating. The voltage dips were maintained at the
specified level for a 200 ms test.

Fig. 3 shows how a sudden step perturbation in the dc-link
current causes strong deviations in the dc-link capacitor

voltage [Fig. 3(b)] which the controller tries to compensate
for by increasing the current flowing to the grid [Fig. 3(a)].
As the grid voltage level decreases from its nominal value the
response of the wind turbine deteriorates significantly. For a
network voltage of 15% nominal, the produced transients reach
about 1400 A for and 1115 V for . Fig. 4 shows the
peak grid-side VSC current, which is plotted in pu. As in
Fig. 3(a), an increase in the grid current is produced as the grid
voltage dips reach lower values of nominal grid.

This performance is caused by the linear nature of the PI con-
trollers that were designed around a small operating point. These
controllers are working far off the nominal point of operation
for which they were designed, because currently wind turbines
must stay connected to the grid at voltages far below the nom-
inal values. Moreover, the increasing current levels in the VSC
during the network faults may result in damage to the power de-
vices. Consequently, the control approach has to be improved
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Fig. 3. Response to a�1000 A perturbation in the � dc-link current to decreasing levels of grid voltage (from 100% to 15% nominal): (a) dc-link current � and
(b) dc-link capacitor voltage � .

Fig. 4. Peak � magnitude response to a�1000 A perturbation in the � dc-link
current and for decreasing levels of grid voltage (from 100% to 15% nominal).

in order to ensure that the wind turbine current levels remain
within their design boundaries.

III. INPUT–OUTPUT FEEDBACK LINEARIZATION

A. Basic Concepts

The main idea behind feedback linearization is the reworking
of the nonlinear system by means of a transformation and feed-
back in order to be able to obtain a linear relation between the
input and output of the system [25]. Thus, feedback lineariza-
tion tries to cancel the system nonlinearities through the input
of the system. After that, a desired dynamic can be imposed on
the system by adding a new control input.

Consider a multi-input multi-output (MIMO) nonlinear
system with inputs and outputs

(15)

where , are smooth vector fields and
are continuous functions on . In nonlinear

control the relative degree is an important theoretical concept,
which is related to the number of times that the system outputs

have to be differentiated until the inputs explicitly appear
in the expression. Thus, assuming that is the smallest integer
such that at least one of the inputs explicitly appears in

(16)

where for at least one . Performing this
process for each output yields

(17)

where is an matrix of the form

(18)

If is invertible, then a transformation can be made to
input–output linearize the system by

(19)

where are the new inputs of the system. Now the input–output
relations are given by

(20)

At this point, desired dynamics can be imposed on the system
by the new system inputs.



MATAS et al.: FEEDBACK LINEARIZATION OF DIRECT-DRIVE SYNCHRONOUS WIND-TURBINES 1097

B. Application to a DDSG Wind Turbine

The system model defined by (1), (2) and (11) can be ex-
pressed in matrix form as

(21)

For convenience, we take the state variables and as the
outputs of the system

(22)

Now, differentiating the output with respect to time

(23)

where 0 and . Then, the relative degree
value for this output is 1. For the output , the first and
second-order time derivatives are

(24)

(25)

where 0, 0, 0, and
. For this output the relative degree is 2. The vector

relative degree of the system is . Now,
these equations can be rewritten in matrix form

(26)

where

(27)

(28)

(29)

The inverse of matrix is

(30)

which is nonsingular since

(31)

Therefore, the control law can be given by

(32)

which lead to the following input–output relation between the
outputs and the new inputs

(33)

At this point, taking into account that , a desired
dynamic response can be imposed to the system by choosing

(34)

(35)

where , , and are the desired system references. By
making, and the following error
dynamics can be formulated from (33)–(35):

(36)

(37)

which are stable if the gains , , and are greater than
zero [25].

In order to have an exact idea of the controller complexity,
the control inputs of (32) can be formulated separately as

(38)

(39)

It is worth noting that this controller has been previously re-
ported in [21]. As can be seen, (38) can be implemented in
an analog or digital controller, but (39), which linearizes the
dc-link voltage, is too complex to implement even for the most
advanced digital signal processors. This final relation involves
many complex operations such as quadratic terms and divisions,
and the sensing of the dc-link current and its time derivative.

To overcome this drawback, a simple alternative controller
based on sliding mode control [26] is proposed in Section III.
This controller input–output linearizes the system and can be
implemented with a digital or an analog approach.

IV. SLIDING MODE INPUT–OUTPUT FEEDBACK

LINEARIZATION CONTROLLER

A. Sliding Mode Controller

In this system, the vector relative degree is (1, 2), which
coincides with the system order 3 [27]. The objective is to
design an equilibrium surface so that the state trajectories of the
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system have the desired behavior when restricted to the surface.
In the present case, . Since the relative degree is

1 for the input and 2 for the input , we adopt
the following surfaces with the errors of the indirect component
current and the dc-link voltage:

(40)

(41)

where , , , , and are positive
constants, and , , , and . If
the system states operate on the surface, then and

. Substituting (40) and (41) into yields

(42)

(43)

These last first and second order equations, (42) and (43),
ensure that the system states ( and ) will exponentially
converge towards the reference values when they are kept on
the sliding surface 0. The equivalent control concept of a
sliding surface is the continuous control that allows for the main-
tenance of the state trajectory on the sliding surface
0. We can obtain the equivalent control from (40) and (41)

(44)

(45)

where and coincide with the new inputs of the system
defined in (19) and (32), whose expressions are ,

. Finally, the equivalent control is
obtained by making 0, so

(46)

(47)

It is interesting to note that the obtained equivalent control is
the same as the ones obtained in (38) and (39). Now, in order to
drive the state variables to the sliding surface 0, the
following control laws are defined:

(48)

(49)

Fig. 5. Block diagram of the input–output feedback linearization sliding mode
controller.

where 0, 0, and and are switching functions
that ensure that the state trajectories are kept on the sliding sur-
faces. At this time, the reaching law can be derived by substi-
tuting (48) into (44) and (49) in (45), which gives

(50)

(51)

Now, the stability of the sliding mode control can be tested
using Lyapunov’s function

(52)

whose time derivative is

(53)

As a result, Lyapunov’s function is negative definite, the con-
trol system is stable and the system states will converge towards
the sliding mode surface in the whole phase space.

Comparing expression (46) with (38) and (47) with (39)
we realize that, for the moment, an alternative sliding mode
controller has been designed, which input–output linearizes
the system. Fig. 5 shows a block diagram of this controller.
However, from the point of view of the control complexity no
improvement has been made. We still have the same complex
expressions and mathematical operations to obtain the control
actions. Moreover, we have two extra control surfaces and
switching functions (48) and (49).

B. Practical Approach

A different approach can be taken if we put our attention
on the equivalent control concept of the sliding mode surface
obtained in (46) and (47). The idea is to overcome the con-
troller’s complexity by first assigning a switching function to
each sliding surface of the form

if
if

(54)

where , and 1, 2 [28]. With these switching
functions, when the sliding regime is achieved, the equivalent
control of the system is the same as the one obtained in (46) and
(47) since the sliding surfaces defined in (40) and (41) had not
been modified. The equivalent control can be derived from (54)
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Fig. 6. Block diagram of the simplified sliding-mode controller.

by just averaging the fast discontinuous switching by a simple
low-pass filter such as

(55)

where is the cut-off frequency of the filter and is the
Laplace operator. This filter achieves the equivalent control
and, at the same time, reduces the system chattering. However,
it introduces an extra time delay in the control system. For
this reason, the selection of the cut-off frequency should be
neither too low in order to avoid the delay effect on the system
dynamics, nor too high in order to avoid excessive chattering
in the system states. On the other hand, the chattering of the
system can be reduced even more if the switching gains ,

, , and are chosen around the stationary state
of the control inputs, and , of the system. The steady
state of and can be derived from (21) as

(56)

(57)

Then, the switching amplitudes can be designed to assure sta-
bilization of the system outputs ( 1, 2) for any constant
operating point ( and ). The values and can be
simply chosen as and
( 1, 2), where is a constant value designed to assure
the system stabilization around the operating point. Note that
the system chattering now is related with the magnitude of .
Larger values are related to faster variations of the output
and to bigger system disturbances that may be compensated, but
to higher chattering levels. In consequence, should be high
enough to meet the system requirements, perturbations and pa-
rameter variations.

Finally, the same input functions (48) and (49) have been
used, but substituting by and by

(58)

(59)

where the terms and guarantee the existence of the sliding
mode in the surface.

As in (34) and (35), a desired dynamic can be imposed on
the system by the coefficients , , and of the sliding
surfaces and . By making and ,
the following tracking error dynamics can be formulated:

(60)

(61)

which are stable if the gains , , and are greater than
zero. Therefore, the same linear closed-loop dynamics can be
obtained by using a very simple control implementation (see
Fig. 6).

V. SIMULATION RESULTS

The sliding mode feedback linearization controller proposed
in the previous section, (40) and (41) and (54)–(59) (see Fig. 6),
was applied to the system model of the grid-side VSC and sim-
ulated by using Matlab/Simulink software. Assuming that
is regulated around zero, a maximum current perturbation of

on , and a maximum voltage dip of 15% from nom-
inal, the stationary values of (56) and (57) can be approximated
to and , respectively. The bounds for
the other terms of (56) and (57) goes from 20 V–135 V and
from 2–14 V, respectively, for nominal grid voltage and for 15%
voltage dip. This variations can be compensated by choosing

160 V and 50 V to ensure the convergence of the
system outputs to the reference set points. At the same time, a
cut-off frequency of 2 2200 rad/s for the low pass filters
in (55) was selected in order not to affect the system dynamics.
The constants and in (58) and (59) were set to
10 in order to ensure the existence of the sliding surfaces.

Several simulations were carried out in order to examine the
system performance under different controller parameters. In
each case, the operating grid voltage was maintained constant at
the chosen level. The parameter in (40) was set to 600 rad/s
in order to ensure an exponential convergence on the sliding sur-
face , while the parameters and in (41) vary in order
to check the transient behavior of the grid-side and dc-link-side
variables of the VSC.

Fig. 7(a) depicts the transient response of the dc-link cur-
rent for 15% of the grid voltage and transient pertur-
bation on . In this figure, and were selected in order
to impose a double-pole dynamic behavior as ( is the
Laplace operator, , and ) with values:
10 rad/s for transient marked as , 50 rad/s for transient

, for transient , and 150 rad/s for tran-
sient . Note that exponential dynamic behavior agrees with
the imposed dynamics. On the other hand, Fig. 7(b) depicts the
transient response under the same conditions as Fig. 7(a), but for
parameters that lead to complex-conjugate roots. The transient
responses marked as , , and , in Fig. 7(b), correspond to
roots with a real part 50 rad/s and imaginary
parts 100 rad/s, , and 300 rad/s, re-
spectively. Note that the damped oscillatory dynamics depicted
in this figure follows the imposed dynamics.

Fig. 8 depicts the transient behavior on the link current , the
dc-link voltage , and the indirect component current to the

1000 A perturbation on and for grid voltages 15% and 100%
of nominal. These responses were obtained for a double-pole
dynamic behavior imposed on and with
25 rad/s. Note that an excellent transient response is achieved
in comparison with the results of the conventional linear con-
troller shown in Fig. 3. In fact, both lower current and voltage
overshoots and smaller recovery time are obtained. Moreover,

current is kept around zero without transient.
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Fig. 7. Dc-link current � response to a �1000 A perturbation on � current with 15% of nominal grid voltage. (a) Responses marked as ������, ������, ������, and ������

correspond to a double-pole behavior imposed with � and � (� � �� and � � � , � � 10 rad/s for ������, � � 50 rad/s for ������, � � 100 rad/s for ������, and
� � 150 rad/s for ������). (b) Responses marked as ������, ������, and ������ correspond to complex-conjugate roots imposed with � and � (� � ��� 	
 , � � 50 rad/s
for ������, ������, and ������, 
 � 100 rad/s for ������, 
 � 200 rad/s for ������, 
 � 300 rad/s for ������).

Fig. 8. Transient response to a�1000 A perturbation on � and under 15% and 100% of nominal grid voltage. (a) link current � . (b) Upper: dc-link voltage � ,
lower: � current.

In Fig. 9(a) the response of the sliding surfaces are depicted.
The effect of the perturbation on the current can be noticed
as a short but great peak on the surface . At this instant, the
controller reacts by forcing the system states towards the sliding
surfaces. Fig. 8(b) shows the transient response on the grid side
VSC peak current, plotted in pu. Note that the sliding mode
feedback linearization controller achieves a strong reduction in
the transient peaks, in comparison with results shown in Fig. 4.
It can be seen that as the grid voltage reduces, from 100% to
15% of its nominal level, the peak current of the grid-side
VSC changes by less than 1.2%. However, as it is shown in
Fig. 5(a), these results depend on the dynamic imposed to the
system, a double-pole with 25 rad/s in this case. Thus, fur-
ther peak reduction can be achieved by reducing this parameter
or by choosing a better dynamic response to the system.

In order to compare the controller performance, the nonlinear
controller proposed in [21] has been simulated under the same
conditions as the proposed controller. Fig. 10 shows the tran-
sient response of the proposed controller (NLSC) and of the con-
troller reported in [21] (NLC) for 15% of the grid voltage and

1000 A transient perturbation on . The responses marked as
and for the proposed controller correspond to a double-

pole dynamic behavior with values 25 rad/s and
75 rad/s, respectively. Note that the response of both controllers
are similar and depend mainly on the imposed dynamics.

The sliding mode control has the inherent property of robust-
ness against parametric uncertainty and external disturbances.
In order to examine the effect of plant model mismatch, a se-
ries of simulations were performed for model mismatches on

, , and in the range of . These mismatches can be
produced in the measurements of and made between the
grid-side VSC converter terminals and the high voltage termi-
nals of the grid-connected transformer. Fig. 11 shows the ef-
fect of these mismatches for each model parameter. These sim-
ulations were made for a grid voltage level of 15% nominal.
Moreover, these simulations have been also performed for the
controlled reported in [21] in order to compare the results with
the proposed controller. The results show that the impact of the
mismatch on the peak current levels is less than 1.76% around
nominal for the proposed controller and less than 4.47% around
nominal for the controller reported in [21]. Although these mis-
matches were realized among one of the parameters while the
others were maintained at the nominal value, simulations in
the worst case of mismatch over all these parameters were per-
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Fig. 9. (a) Response of the sliding surfaces � (lower) and � (upper). (b) Peak � magnitude response to a �1000 A perturbation on the � dc-link current and
for decreasing levels of grid voltage (from 100% to 15% nominal).

Fig. 10. Transient response to a�1000 A perturbation on � and under 15% of nominal grid voltage for the proposed (NLSC) and the reported one in [21] (NLC).
The responses marked as ������ and ������ correspond to a double-pole behavior imposed with � and � (� � �� and � � � , � � 25 rad/s for ������ and � �

75 rad/s for ������): (a) dc-link current � and (b) dc-link voltage � .

Fig. 11. Peak � response to a�1000 A perturbation on the � current at 15%
nominal grid voltage for model mismatches in the range of����:� (upper),	
(middle), and 
 (lower). The NLC plot is from the controller proposed in [21]
and NLSC plot is from the proposed controller with a double-pole dynamics
� � 75 rad/s.

formed, giving similar results with peak current levels below
2.89% nominal for the proposed controller and below 7.64%
nominal for the controller reported in [21].

The results reported in this section show the interesting prop-
erties of the proposed nonlinear controller, i.e., linear closed
loop dynamics, fast transient response, small current and voltage
overshoots, and high robustness to plant model mismatches.
Therefore, the proposed controller seems to be an attractive al-
ternative solution to improve the ride-through capability of wind
turbines based on DDSGs.

VI. CONCLUSION

This paper proposes the application of feedback linearization
theory to wind turbines based on direct drive synchronous gen-
erators via a sliding mode control approach. The proposed con-
troller is suitable to improve the ride-through capability of these
turbines, since they must operate and stay connected to the grid
at voltage levels far below nominal as stipulated by today’s grid
codes. In the first part of the paper, the system behavior using
linear PI controllers was analyzed. These controllers are usu-
ally designed around a nominal operating point, which leads to
increasing current levels in the wind turbine converter at grid
faults that can result in converter damage.

The application of a feedback linearization controller was
studied in order to overcome the linear controller’s limitations.
However, the proposed controller was too difficult to implement,
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since it involves a great number of terms, divisions, quadratic
terms and the sensing of one of the dc-link currents and its time
derivative. To overcome this obstacle, a sliding mode controller
has been proposed, which simplifies further the controller struc-
ture. The sliding controller uses a low pass filter to reduce the
system chattering and to obtain the system equivalent control.

The paper demonstrates that the proposed design reduces the
chattering of the system to acceptable levels while still main-
taining good tracking on the reference variables. Furthermore,
since the system has been linearized, a proper dynamic response
can be imposed on the system only by modifying the sliding sur-
face coefficients.

Finally, a series of simulations were carried out in order to test
the performance of the proposed controller. The obtained results
validate the proposed control approach and demonstrate that it
is able to improve the ride-through capability of wind turbines.
The huge transients produced by grid faults when the linear con-
trollers are used are reduced significantly. Furthermore, a series
of simulations were also performed in order to test the controller
behavior in the presence of model mismatches in the range of

30% of the nominal values. The reported results show that the
sliding mode control has high robustness against parametric un-
certainty, causing small deviations in the peak current levels pro-
duced during network faults.
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