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Our institution

• Private non-profit organisation

• Founded in 1994 by German Rectors‘ Conference & 
Bertelsmann Foundation

• Promoting reforms in higher education sector

• Staff: 26 persons
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• Initiated by German Rectors‘ Conference (early 90s)

• Founding task for CHE

• First ranking: 1998

• Since 1999: co-operation with weekly magazine „stern“;
• From 2005: co-operation with „Die Zeit“

• 2002: First Research Ranking: more detailed analysis of data
on research

• 2004: Inclusion of Austrian universities
• 2005: Inclusion of Swiss universities

History of the CHE-Ranking
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Each ranking must be clear about its aims/audience
Choice of indicators
Presentation of results

Objectives /audiences of rankings

2. Used by universites /HE sector for comparison/ 
benchmarking/ analysis of strength and weakness

need for balance between
a) reduction of complexity for least informed group on HE
b) adequate information for HE sector itself

1. Information/orientation for students to find a university
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CHE-Rankings of German universities

CHE-Rankings

University Ranking Research Ranking

• information for students • information for HE sector

• data on teaching &   
research

• detailed analysis of data
on research
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No individual ranks in
league tables

Rank groups
top intermediate
bottom

No overall score from
weighted indicators

No ranking of whole
universities

Multidimensional
ranking

Ranking of 
single subjects / subject
areas

Methodological Principles
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1998
economics, 
chemistry

1999
law, sciences.

2000
engineering

2001
humanities.

2002
economics, law
soc. sciences

2003
sciences, 
medicine.

2004
engineering,
humanities.

Subjects

2005
economics, law
soc. sciences

2006
sciences, 
medicine.

2007
engineering,
humanities.

1 st cyle 3rd cycle2nd cyleTime series data
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Subjects

34 subjects

covering > 75 % of all students
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University Ranking: Decision model

labour market,
employability

city, 
university students study 

outcome

teaching ressources

research

overall 
assessment
(students,

professors)

internatio-
nalisation

Each component contains several indicators…, 20 – 25 in sum
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Indicators: multi-perspectivity

... from different data sources…

research

publications /citations 
(bibliometric analysis)

research grants
(faculties/departments)

research reputation 
(professors survey)
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Indicators: multi-perspectivity

... facts as well as judgements

teaching
staff-students-ratio (fact)

student assessment of contact 
between students and  professors

student assessment of course 
organisation 
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Rank groups: procedure

Groups instead of league table positions avoid 
misinterpretation of differences in indicators

2 different procedures of group ranking:

1. Facts

ordering according to quartiles
correction in case of characteristic jumps
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top group if confidence interval of mean 
is completely below overall mean
bottom group if confidence interval of 
mean is completely above overall mean
middle group if dispersion is high, i.e. 
confidence interval is neither completely 
below nor above the overall mean

Rank groups: procedure

2. Judgements (students, professors)
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mean
univ. 1

1

6

overall mean

Univ.4Univ. 2 Univ. 3Univ.1

conf.
interval

Rank groups: procedure
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Perspectives

Focus on labour market information /outcome
indicators

including alumni surveys

Bologna process
Introduction of Bachelor-/Master-degrees
New structure of German HE (universities –
polytechnics)
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Perspectives

Internationalization
Inclusion of Austrian / Swiss universities as a 
first step
Further internationalization intended in line with
evolving „European Area of Higher Education“
2 strategies:
1. Inclusion of additional countries (e.g. Netherlands, 

Belgium): limits
2. Ranking of (selected) European top universities with

focus on research / graduate studies
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Perspectives

Internationalization
with regard to both strategies:

co-operation with competent partners in the participating
countries
to be able to consider differences in the structure of HE and in 
academic cultures
and hence to avoid systematic biases
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article
series

DIE ZEIT

overview
5 indicators; „Studienführer“

all data + „My Ranking“
www.dashochschulranking.de

densification
differentiation

Publication /Presentation of results
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Results
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Results
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Results
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Results
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Results
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Results
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Results
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Results
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The CHE-Research-Ranking

in-depth- analysis of ranking data on research

identification of top research departments field by
field

Indicators:
1. publications
2. citations
3. research grants
4. PhDs
5. reputation
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The CHE-Research-Ranking

University ranking: per-capita-indicators
(e.g. number of publications per professor)

Research Ranking: absolute + per-capita-
indicators:                                                
identification of centers of high research activity
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The CHE-Research-Ranking

Top research departments =

top group in at least 50 % of research indicators (absolute & 
per-capita; without reputation)

top group :                                                              
a) per-capita-indicators: quartiles
b) absolute indicators: top group of departments that cumulates
for 50% of the respective maesure (e.g. publications) in a field
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Example: Publications in Psychology

Hochschule 

Publikationen pro 
Jahr (gewichtet 
nach Art und 

Umfang) 

Kumulierter Anteil 
an der Zahl der 
Publikationen  

(in %) 

kumulierter Anteil 
an der Zahl der 
Hochschulen  

(in %) 
Uni Mainz 40 10 2 
Uni Marburg 24 16 5 
TU Dresden 24 22 7 
Uni Düsseldorf 22 27 10 
Uni Konstanz 20 32 12 
Uni Bochum 19 37 15 
Uni Würzburg 19 42 17 
Uni Jena 18 46 20 
Uni Potsdam 16 50 22 
Uni Gießen 16 54 24 
Uni Bremen 13 57 27 
Uni Bielefeld 11 60 29 
Uni Saarbrücken 11 63 32 
LMU München 10 65 34 
Uni Tübingen 9 68 37 
Uni Göttingen 9 70 39 
Uni Freiburg 9 72 41 
HU Berlin 8 74 44 

top
group
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Top research departments in 
Psychology

 
Top group with regard to 

absolute Per-capita 
University 

Repu- 
tation Research 

grants 
Publi- 

cations 
PhDs 

Research 
grants 

Publi- 
cations 

Citations/ 
public. 

PhDs 

Uni Bochum         

TU Dresden         

Uni Düsseldorf         

Uni Heidelberg         

Uni Jena         

Uni Konstanz         

Uni Marburg         

Uni Würzburg         
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Thank you for your attention!

Further information:

www.dashochschulranking.de (German)

www.university-ranking.de (English)

mailto: gero.federkeil@che.de


