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In the spotlight

These stunning flowers are
produced by Crateva magna
(Lour.) DC., a small to medium
sized tree (4 to11 m tall) with
weak, spreading branches and
terminally clustered leaves,
locally known as “Dala” or
“‘Dalur” in Malay. Like other
members in Capparaceae, it
has up to 20 long spreading
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Crateva magna

stamens. lIts trifoliate leaves,
showy flowers (ca. 6 cm in
cross section) with

conspicuous, clawed petals
and dark purple stamens, which
fade as the flower ages are very
characteristic. In its natural habitat, Dalur is common along rivers in lowland dipterocarp
forest, up to 123 m altitude. It is mostly found in northern parts of Peninsular Malaysia
and has been recorded in Kedah (Sow FMS3460, Chan FRI21747, KEP), Perak (Ridley
14667, SING), Kelantan (Chee FRI44173, Ibrahim 67734, Ng FRI5306 & FRI5317,
Cockburn FRI7041, Lambak FMS3167, Henderson 19624, KEP; Henderson 22201 &
29613, Haniff SFN10194, Corner SFN33444, SING) and Terengganu (Husmady
FRI37056, Loh FRI13442, Syed Jaafar 53293, Abdul Aziz 563307, Cockburn FRI10635,
KEP; Hume 167, KLU; Holttum 15226, SING). In Terengganu, you may find it cultivated in
gardens either for medicinal use or as an ornamental. The leaves and bark, boiled with
oil, have been reported to be used externally to relieve body pain (Holftum 15226, SING).
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Agathis flavescens +  Crateva magna

Aglaia ganggo v Chisocheton ceramicus
Aglaia macrostigma v Chisocheton macrophyllus
Amoora malaccensis v Cardamine flexuosa

Aglaia grandis v Cyathea hymenodes
Azadirachta excelsa +  Ctenopteris subminuta
Asplenium robustum v Crateva magna

Asplenium scortechinii v Didymocarmpus sulphureus
Asplenium caudatum v Davallia repens

Belvisia spicata v Erythrina orientalis
Goniophlebium prainii *  Pithecellobium microcarpum
Hibiscus tiliaceuss r  Pithecellobiumpahangense

Huperzia pinifolia Pongamia pinnata
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Kadsura scandens
Leucaena leucocephala
Lindsaea napaea
Mycetia lanceolata
Memecylon cantleyi
Ophioglossumnudicaule
Ormosia sumatrana
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Pyrrosia rasamalae
Ridleyandra violacea
Sindora coriacea
Spondias cytherea
Selliguea lateritia
Teratophyllum aculeatum
Thespesia populnea
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FPM at a glance
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Membership: 648
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Plant profiles: 8893 Photo-illustrated taxa: 1500

Useful FPM features

# Full-sized, high-resolution formats of all photo-illustrationsin Flora of Peninsular Malaysia
Online may be licensed from the Tropical Forest Biodiversity Centre, Forest Research Institute
Malaysia. Please contact us for details;

# Remember that you can save your hit list as a Microsoft Excel File;

# Upon registration, you will receive the Electronic FPM newsletter at your designated e-mail

address.

To submit questions, comments or suggestions, e-mail:

TFBC

Tropical Forest Biodiversity Centre
Forestry Division, Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM)
52109 Kepong, Selangor Darul Ehsan, MALAYSIA.
http://www.tfbc.frim.gov.my
Tel: +60-3-6279 7219 Fax: +60-3-6273 1041 E-mail: floraonline@frim.gov.my
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