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Preface 

Recently, the application of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has 
taken important role in agricultural sector for sustainable management, planning 
including learning process. Also, ICT has been a key to efficient information 
utilization in order to increase competitiveness of agricultural products. 

This year is a very good year that the second World Congress of Computers in 
Agriculture and Natural Resources and the fourth Asian Federation of Information 
Technology in Agriculture have joined together. Moreover, Thailand as one of an 
agricultural country, is horably selected to be the host of such significant event. 

The AFITA/WCCA 2004 conference provides forums for agricultural related 
professionals to exchange information and experience in applications and 
developments in the use of ICT. The contributions from various countires will allow 
a broadened perspective for all attendees and to promote wide range of the use of 
ICT in agriculture and natural resources.

Finally, on behalf of the organizing committee, I hope that this conference will be a 
step towards collaborative efforts to bring digital opportunity to all contributors.

Sumet Tantivjkul 
Organizing Committee Chair 
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Preface

This 2004 joint meeting between the World Congress on Computers in Agriculture 
and Natural Resources (WCCA) and the Asian Federation of Information 
Technology for Agriculture (AFITA) is a historical event that brings together 
cooperating organizations into a single coordinated effort for the benefit of 
agricultural professionals working in Information Technology. 

This and future Congresses have the goal of creating a forum where professionals 
from all over the world can exchange experiences and create channels of 
communication that result in international professional and scientific collaboration 
in agricultural information technology. 

This congress covers a wide array of topics.  These include new applications of well 
established and understood technologies to innovative and entrepreneurial 
application of emerging technologies in addition to issues related to policy and 
knowledge dissemination. 

Collaborating organizations include AFITA, the European Federation for 
Information Technology in Agriculture (EFITA), the Pan American Federation for 
Information Technology in Agriculture (PanAFITA), the Society for Engineering in 
Agricultural, Food and Biological Systems (ASAE). 

Lastly, the program committee would like to recognize all supporting institutions. 
Their commitment has made this joint congress possible.  

Fedro S. Zazueta 
Program Committee Chair 
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
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